West Central Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of March 9, 2011
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair, Ken Perez. Introductions were made and the minutes were approved with the following changes: In Steve’s report on the Representative from the Hernando School Board for the SRTS program, the person who is leaving is Amber, not Allison, and there is no one named as a replacement yet.  
OLD BUSINESS—Problem Locations
1. The Citrus SO is policing Middle School Road—Ella / Turner Camp to address the speeding issue.

2. Ken Perez reported that the Inverness Dept. of Public Works is distributing information to businesses in the Highland shopping center Hwy 41/ 44 regarding the FDOT installing kwik kurb at the entrance to the center between Burger King and Winn Dixie on March 16. It should be completed in one day.
3.  Hwy 44/41 intersection----Dave Carr sent a request for a road safety audit for bike and ped issues on Hwy 44 /41.  Ken P. will contact Deputy Scott Rousch to see about increased enforcement.  It may be possible to have signal timing changed to allow an all red clearance so pedestrians can cross.
New Problem Locations
1. Hwy 491 at Educational Path---Donna Young said that the turn lane is very short and vehicles back up during school hours. There is enough road way to permit lengthening of the turn lane.

2. Gate at end of Saunders Way—Gate has been closed which does not allow another entrance to school district property. Can it be opened to allow access?
3. Cortez and Mariner---need for added white enforcement light at corner. Deputy Nugent stated that it would help primarily with west bound traffic to reduce red light running.
Dave Carr would like to see a regulation against solicitors in the intersections, as it isn’t a safe practice.  Pinellas and Hillsborough counties have enacted legislation to eliminate solicitors, and this has not been done as yet in Hernando or Citrus Counties.  
February Events:
Sue reported that 47 people attended Car Seat Safety classes either at the CHD or Citrus Memorial Hospital during Feb. Thirty- three (33) car seats and boosters were provided and 10 seats were inspected for safe use and correct installation. All 10 had one or more misuse, so the misuse rate is 100% for Feb. Sue is submitting a Concept paper for a FDOT safety grant for Occupant protection/Child passenger Safety for 2012. It will include funding to provide educational materials for the Battle of the Belts, the seat belt competition among the 3 high schools in Citrus County.   A focus of the grant project will be teen drivers and all drivers in general from Crystal River since the Florida city matrix showed teen drivers ranked #18 out of 123 cities and occupant protection as a whole for Crystal River ranked #22 out of 123 cities. 
State Farm Insurance and Safe Kids are sponsoring a $3,000 grant to provide a Child Passenger Safety Technician class. Sue is applying and, if approved, will be able to offer the National Certification class in June—dates to be announced.
Deputy Nugent asked what Law enforcement could do to help reduce auto insurance rates. Insurance companies base rates on claims for both vehicles and home insurance, so these affect rate increases.
There was a discussion on graduated driver licenses regarding the restrictions for young drivers. Citrus SO will hold the “Battle of the Belts” competition to measure seat belt compliance before and after an educational component on seat belt use at the 3 high schools.  The SRO’s are in charge of this project.

The Citrus County Fair starts March 28. The Sheriff’s office will have a booth there.

Jeanette mentioned that the next state CTST meeting will be by webinar on April 11

Members can also come to the McKinley Road FDOT office to participate.

With no further business the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Littnan

Secretary

The next meeting will be April 13th
In Hernando County at the FDOT Brooksville office.
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