West Central Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of August 11, 2010
The meeting was called to order by Jeanette Rouse in the absence of our Chairperson and Vice Chairperson. Introductions were made and the minutes of the June meeting were approved as submitted (we had no July meeting).  
TEAM BUILDING

There were several new faces in the group today. Welcome to Deputy Ed Nugent from the Hernando Sheriff’s office and representatives from the Hernando County School District.

OLD BUSINESS-- PROBLEM LOCATIONS

1. 
Joe’s Restaurant--Hwy 44 /41 Inverness--Dave Carr discussed the changes in striping done by Jorgenson’s, a contractor.  He stated this location will be monitored.
2.
 Powell Middle School--No changes to be made on length of school zone.

NEW PROBLEM LOCATIONS

1. Ottawa Road as connector road between Hwy 486 and Hwy 44 --Still complaints in the Chronicle regarding the purchase of this road. Hwy 491 not to be widened even though it has many medical facilities, and will have more.

2. Tompkins Road--Behind Wendy’s in Inverness. Coming from Inverness on Tompkins, the new median does not allow motorists to make left turns into fast food establishments.

3. Spring Hill Elementary---Crossing area in front of school on Mariner is 120 ft. long. Deputies and crossing guards have difficulty enforcing crossing in such a long span.

4. US 19 north of Hexum Rd.—new Weeki Wachee High School--both left and right turn lanes come off US 19 which has a 60 mph speed limit.  New signal to enforce speed.

5. Hwy 41 At Davison and Dampier in the City of Inverness --citizen called Sound off regarding potholes.
6. Northbound exit ramp off the Suncoast at Spring Hill Dr.—a black Durango vehicle hit the pedestrian signal--vehicle damage too.  Oliver Rodrigues reported this happened on his way to the CTST meeting.
Discussion about motorcycle safety included information from Rick W. from WCFL Driver Improvement about motorcycle safety classes available to the public. An advanced class is offered beyond the initial course, and those riding motorcycles are encouraged to take both classes. Also discussed were helmet use and non use, insurance requirements, and speed.  
EVENTS OF JUNE AND JULY

Sue gave the following quarterly figures for April, May & June for the car seat safety program. Participants at all car seat classes =153. Safety Seats distributed =106. 83 Seats checked. Misuse rate = 79%.  Sue participated in 10 events this quarter including a health fair at Citrus Memorial Hospital for 200 people on 7/7, and one at the Community Resource Center on 6-15 for 150 people. 
Jeanette reported on the State CTST coalition meeting, which was a video conference at the Tampa DOT office. About 20 people attended in person. Future meetings may be done in a web cast format to include more people. There will also be a once a year workshop format.

Amber from the Hernando Schools along with parent and teacher representatives, Joe and Carmine, discussed the Safe Routes to School project at Spring Hill Elementary. This is the first SRTS application for the school to add sidewalks on the road behind the school.  Amber is surveying students at Spring Hill Elementary to determine the number of walkers and bikers.  She will have the data for the Oct. 13th CTST meeting in Hernando County.

Jeanette discussed the More Health educational program through Tampa General Hospital. This organization will be teaching bike and ped safety for elementary students at Pine Grove and Eastside schools in Hernando County. This is the first time “More Health” had provided this education in Hernando County. They have been providing various injury prevention and health programs in Pasco, Pinellas, and Hillsborough schools for years.  They have not ventured into Citrus County yet.

NEW BUSINESS

Jeanette asked for all of us to please ask your favorite restaurant to provide a non alcoholic drink recipe for the upcoming “Recipes for the Road” booklet.  Businesses can get free advertising by submitting a recipe.  This book is geared for all holidays where alcohol is served, not just Christmas and other winter holidays.  Beginning this year, restaurants can submit their recipe on line at our www.d7ctst website.  
Also discussed was the FDOT Traffic Times newsletter. There are pedestrian safety posters available for county buses and school buses.  
Dave Carr mentioned that bike lane markings will be done on several roadways. He also has a road safety audit on Hwy 50 and Mariner and 50 and Deltona.  Our deputy said that the signal phasing changes on that intersection have made a positive difference.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Littnan

Secretary

The next meeting will be at the Emergency Operations Center in Lecanto on
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