West Central Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of February 10, 2010
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Steve Diez. Introductions were made and the minutes were approved.  
OLD PROBLEM LOCATIONS:
1. Sunshine Grove and Plumeria---Rucell Nesmith, Alicia Rogers (FHP), and David Carr (FDOT) inspected the school bus stop at Sunshine Grove and Plumeria. The bus had been stopping on the south side to load children and should be stopping on north side of road about 50 feet north of Plumeria.  It takes 1 ½ minutes to load the bus. This is the only stop before the bus goes to the school.  Both Rucell and David agreed that there is no danger in the location of the bus stop. Visibility is good and vehicles can see the bus well ahead. The danger is from parent vehicles that do not remain stopped after dropping off a child.  They do not remain stopped while the bus has the stop arm out and children are getting on the bus.  Traffic laws for buses ---vehicles are to stop and remain stopped until the bus moves.  Jeanette mentioned that the DOE in the past distributed school bus safety information and laws on a handout and poster.  Perhaps the school needs to send this information home or include it in a newsletter. Dave would like to see new “school bus stop ahead” signs especially southbound near Hexum Road.  Visibility of the bus stop could also be enhanced on Plumeria if the trees were trimmed.
2. Crystal River Primary -- Donna Young said that the school district is going to revise the drop off and pick up location at the school.  They have acquired additional property across the street and will move the drop off to the other side of the school.
3. Joe’s Restaurant Hwy 41 and 44 --There is vacant land behind the restaurant that could possibly be utilized for another entrance, but the property owner is unknown at this time.  Dave Carr and Dave Skrelunas discussed making a right turn only at the entrance / exit.
4. Hwy 41 and Middle School Road--Donna said the area is being reviewed by the school district facilities department.  The guard on Ella / Turner Camp does have traffic cones, but buses have a hard time completing the turn around them.  The crossing guard on Hwy 41 does wear a reflective vest, but still does not use traffic cones for safety.
5. Anderson Snow Road --David said that the area still needs striping.
6. Roosevelt and Hwy 486-Julie Canada asked if there is a SRTS project planned for a multi-use path in the area of Forest Ridge Elementary / Citrus Hills / Roosevelt Ave.  Dave S. will check.
REPORTS FROM JANUARY:
Jeanette reported on the statewide CTST Coalition meeting on Ocoee.  The program included a grant funding presentation, information on the LEL program from Marianne Trussel of FDOT, and the various traffic safety bills that are pending.  Jeanette said the best way to contact legislators regarding a certain bill is to send a handwritten letter to them. Ralph Salvas from FDOT discussed enforcement of the seat belt law.  Jeanette also reminded everyone that the FDOT safety grant concept papers are due by March 31.  Check out the FDOT website for all areas that can obtain funding.
The 2010 Click it or Ticket campaign will be May 24 - June 6.

The next CTST coalition meeting will be a video conference to better include representatives from all CTSTs.  It can be viewed at the FDOT office on McKinley in Tampa on April 12 starting at 10:00 am.  Topics of discussion will be FDOT funding, budget, and social marketing (twitter).

NEW BUSINESS

Sue L. provided a handout explaining the April 20 -23 Child Passenger Safety Technician class, along with the registration form.  The class will be held at the Early Learning Coalition in Crystal River. The cost for the training and all materials is $75.    Agencies in Citrus and Hernando Counties are offered this training before it is open to other communities.  There are only 15 spaces in the class, so register soon.  This class is for law enforcement (traffic and SRO’s especially), nurses, health educators, WIC and Healthy Start staff, and other agency personnel who transport children or provide parent education.

Amber Wheeler discussed the SRTS application for sidewalk at California and Powell. School board members need additional information on numbers of students who will use the sidewalk for all schools in the near proximity before backing the project.  Steve D. reminded the members of the time limit and the fact that the cost of construction is reimbursed, so it is not local tax dollars paying for it. 

Steve mentioned that a parent from Rock Crusher Elementary called looking for a source of bike helmets for the bike safety program.  This parent had already contacted Sue L at the Health Department for this same issue.  There were bike helmets for each of the bikes in the training trailers, but many are no longer there.  Parents were asked to send their child to school with their helmet for this safety program, and kids needed a helmet in order to participate.  Discussion continued on sources for helmets like Reggie Edwards from FDOT, Freida Travis from the office of injury prevention of the DOH, PTA funds etc.  Sue will contact Reggie to see if he has some available. Jeanette also mentioned that the SRTS grant funding could be used to fund a person to coordinate a bike safety program and get helmets as part of this program. 

Jeanette and Dave S. are planning a class on March 22 called “Traffic Engineering for Law Enforcement.”

A location is needed for this training, and several were mentioned.  The Brooksville DOT office is a possibility.

Thanks to David Carr for use of the conference room.  Future meetings in Hernando County are scheduled at this DOT office on Spring Hill Drive west of Hwy 41.
The next CTST meeting is Wednesday, March 10 at the EOC in Lecanto 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
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