West Central Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of September 10, 2008

The meeting was called to order by vice chair Ken Perez. Introductions were made and the minutes were approved.  The CTST welcomed Virginia Crandall, Community Health Nursing Director for the Citrus Health Department. 

OLD BUSINESS

1. US 19 and Grover Cleveland -sidewalk not fixed.
2. US 41 and Citrus Springs Blvd. re: signal for Central Ridge Elementary School area. Jeanette will check.
PROBLEM LOCATIONS FROM JULY

1. SR 50 and Mariner---White light added
2. Signage for speeding doubled. New signs not available yet. Still being designed.

3. Hwy 98 and US 19—Stop bar. Dave checked. Light appears too close to stop bar.

4. Barclay and Powell-Steve to check on possible guide skips.

NEW PROBLEM LOCATIONS

1.  Landover and Mariner----Request for left turn arrow west bound onto Mariner, especially when school is letting out.

2. South on 50—speed drops from 45 to 35 mph southbound. Going north speed is 35 mph. Check with Deputy Scott.
3. Hwy 41 and Eden— 2 Pedestrian fatalities at the same location—Dave Skrelunas to check with City of Inverness.

4. Apopka and Inverness Blvd—4 way stop---People not stopping—needs enforcement.

REPORTS ON AUGUST ACTIVITIES

Matt Lillibridge reported on a DUI saturation patrol held on 08-08-08 with 3 DUIs and 1 warrant arrest in Hernando County. 

Sue had 60 parents and other caregivers attend CPS classes. 40 car seats and boosters were provided. The Health Department received 300 car seats from Evenflo.  The FDOT Safety grant ends September 30 and the program gained approval for 2009.   Two new Techs with the County Head Start Program have been certified in child passenger safety.

A discussion followed on the Intoxilizer 8000

NEW BUSINESS

Jeanette discussed the campaign “Guard Your Life” for I - 75.  The billboards will be up through the end of September and they hope to work with the high schools in Pasco and Hernando County to teach teens about sharing the roadway with trucks.
October 19-to 24 is National Teen Driving Week. The “Ghost Out” program was discussed. DOT bought 4 grim reaper outfits for this project. Schools can use them to demonstrate the amount of victims of teen DUI crash fatalities. Tee shirts, key tags, posters, and tip cards provided.  Contact Jeanette for schools to participate.
Sue will provide the Ghost Out overview for Deb Scott at the drug coalition. She will work with the SRO’s at the high schools to see if they want to stage this program.

Doug Dodd from the Citrus Sheriff’s office reported on the following programs. 

1. The progress of Safety Town---15 acres on Rock Crusher Road will be used for this project.  Jessie’s Place, a child advocacy center will be located on the back 5 acres. The sheriff’s office has a 20 year lease on the property.  
2. The Citizens Academy has 150 graduates a year.  There is a one hour section in the class on traffic safety.
3. The Teen Driver Challenge has a car from the sheriff’s organization. Joe Palminteri is now the full time coordinator.
4. The New Emergency Operation Center will open in November. Doug will check to see if the CTST can have the Citrus County meetings there.  
Hernando County Sheriff’s office received the third place award for their division in the Chiefs Challenge.  CONGRATULATIONS!
Kevin discussed the alternative transportation using bicycles with the DUI program, and plans to get the program into Hernando County

Karen Giddens told the team that the Hernando County Health Department put up Buckle Up banners at the Health Department facilities.
Matt Lillibridge announced that October 10th will be Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day, a national event to bring awareness to safe driving practices, safer roadways, and safer vehicles.  Sue Littnan and Ken Perez are going to the Board of County Commissioners meeting to receive a proclamation for the Put the Brakes on Fatalities day in Citrus County.
Jeanette announced that the statewide CTST Coalition meeting will be October 13th in Gainesville with 4 workshop sessions.
Dave Skrelunas told the team about the upcoming Road Safety Audit for District 7 on Sept.22. The audits for the 3 R projects --Repaving, Rehabbing, and Resurfacing –will be on US 41 north of Hwy 200 to the Citrus – Marion county line.  In Hernando, the audit will be US 301 from Pasco County Line to Pinellas  County.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Sue Littnan

Secretary

The next meeting of the West Central Community Traffic Safety Team

Is  Wednesday, October 8, 2008
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Jeanette Rouse

FDOT Safety




813-975-6256

Dave Skrelunas

FDOT Safety




813-975-6254

Virginia Crandell

Citrus Co Health Dept



352-527-0068

2

