
Pinellas County Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of September 3, 2009

Marc Hanger called the meeting to order. After introductions, Marc called for approval of the minutes of the last meeting with one noted correction.  Robert Davis- Engineering- change the countdown pedestrian signals to “pedestrian activated flashing beacons”.  The minutes were approved.

Subcommittee Reports:

Law Enforcement – 

Scott Vaughan: St Pete Beach PD- DUI-19, Seat Belt-41, DWLSR-12, Speeding-19.  Budget cuts resulted in traffic units working zone calls for service.  Seat Belt Enforcement was conducted at Toll Booth. Message board placed 50 yards prior to Toll Booth warning motorists of seat belt enforcement ahead and resulted in 41 seat belt citations and 2 DUI’s.

Corporal Scott Galley: Pinellas Park PD- Operation “Slow Them Down” took place on August 11, 2009 at Bryan Dairy Road and US 19 between the hours of 10:00AM and 8:00 PM. A total of 76 citations were issued including: Speeding-43, DWLSR-1, and Traffic Control Violations: Red Light-1, Stop Sign-1; Seat Belt-17, Non-moving-7, and DUI-2.  They conducted a DUI Saturation patrol on August 28th that netted 2 DUIs.
Lt Lori Borrelli: St Pete PD- They conducted 4 Ops with 311 citations issued for Speeding 159, Seat Belt-13.
Education/EMS-

Jeanine Green-Largo Fire and Rescue- Largo started a “Walking School Bus” at Belcher Elementary as part of the Heart of Largo program.  They had 100 people the first day and it slacked off as the week went on. There was a media day on Tuesday and they had approximately 100 people that day as well. They took a 2-mile radius from Belcher Elementary and broke it into quarters with a captain in each quarter. The parents were reluctant to give their children over to someone they didn’t know. It is a new program and they hope it will encourage walkers. For those who didn’t want to walk 2 miles, they made an agreement with a nearby church to allow people to park there and walk the rest of the way; approx. ½ mile. Kris reported that Saturday, September 12th is National Seat Check that kicks off National Child Passenger Safety Week. It will be at Burlington Coat Factory on US 19 from 10:00 AM to 1:00PM. 

Engineering-

Robert Davis was not present, but emailed Marc that he was at Palm Harbor University High and noticed that education is needed with the use of the Enhancer.  Mike Frederick reported after monitoring 3 crosswalks at the trail for 3years the results show 17% of motorists are violating the red.  They are averaging 82% motorist compliance to all red and red indicators are getting the same compliance as the amber ones. 
Marc reported that we had our election of officers last month and we still need a Vice-Chair. It was suggested that we ask Robert Davis to fill that position. 

The MPO has a sub-committee called ITS (Intelligent Transportation System) and requested a CTST representative for their committee. It meets every other month on the first Wednesday. Some of the items at the September 2nd meeting included enforcement of Red Light Running laws, long range plans safety element, solar powered vehicle protection stations, study of accidents on ATMS, and grants.  Scott Friedman volunteered to be our representative.    At their September 2nd meeting, they had a Red Light Running presentation and they had the Police Chief of Port Richie talk about the cameras. It was suggested that the CTST review the Red Light Running Camera Program. Karen will have a link available to view CUTR’s Red Light Running presentation. The cameras are being used under ordinances and there is a class action suit. MPO is looking at the program. 

Keene Road closure from Drew St to Sunset Point Rd has been moved back to start mid-October for railroad reconstruction.

Presentation:

Ron Bulen-Pinellas County 2008 Crash Facts

Ron presented this annual report on crashes.  All injury data has to be reviewed because it doesn’t match. He showed the stats of private property crashes and public road crashes. Ron showed a diagram of an overview of crashes and ped injuries as well as motorcycle injuries. He begins his study by going over the contributing cause of the crashes. Rear end crashes are #1.  Of the top 100 crash intersections, #1 is US 19 and Tampa Road. Of the top 10 locations, 5 are on US 19.  Fatality Facts: Bicycles crashes are going down and motorcycle crashes are going up. Motorcycle crashes involved impairment and speeding.  The worst time for a crash was on a Friday in June at 10:00 PM. The report includes use of safety equipment-seat belts and helmets.  59% of fatalities are alcohol related.  Ron had a very detailed report with charts and stats and it will be posted on the MPO website.  
Marc-The Stop and Look Campaign’s Ped Man has been making lots of appearances including an MPO sub-committee meeting and the Heart of Largo program.  If you want him at an event all you have to do is ask and schedule him.  Jeanette reported that for the Stop and Look Campaign there are 2 Channel 10 Connects segments coming up. October 7th, which is National Walk Your Child to School Day, will feature Bevin Maynard and later in October is a segment on Halloween Safety.  The big thing they are hoping to get is the $400,000 grant for NHTSA funding. $200,000 will go to Hillsborough and  $200,000 for Pinellas. Half of the money will be used for education and half for enforcement. It will help us to do lots of good things. The campaign is not just aimed at children. It is aimed at pedestrians and drivers, especially grown men who need to be taught how to cross the street! 

Deb- Suncoast Safety Council mentioned that Kim will be meeting September 10th to plan the Battle of the Belts.  Florida Traffic Law Guides are available from the Safety Council.  
Florida CTST Coalition Meeting is Monday, September 21st at Lake Buena Vista Royal Plaza Hotel from 9:00 AM-1:00 PM.
Renee mentioned that The Meagan Napier Foundation is now a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
A DUI Checkpoint is scheduled for St Pete Beach on September 19th.
Our next meeting is October 1st. The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Renee Napier, CTST Secretary

Members Present:
Lt. Lori Borrelli


St. Pete Police Dept

893-7157
KS for G. Edmiston

Largo Police Dept

586-7473
Jim Egbert


PSTA



540-1886

Michael Frederick

City of St. Petersburg

893-7843

Scott Friedman


Engineer


599-4058

Cpl Scott Galley


Pinellas Park Police Dept

541-0758

Jeanine Green


Largo Fire Rescue

587-6714

Marc Hanger


Pinellas MPO


464-8200

Deb Martino


Suncoast Safety Council

608-2944

Robert Mitchell


AAA Auto Club South

448-2600

Renee Napier


Meagan Napier Foundation
453-2216

Joan Rice


City of Dunedin


298-3179

Jeanette Rouse


FDOT



813-975-6256

Kris Scholz


Palm Harbor Fire Rescue

683-1648
Marian Scorza


FDOT



813-975-6038

Dave Skrelunas


FDOT Safety


813-975-6254

Scott Vaughan


St. Pete Beach Police Dept

363-9200

John Villeneuve


PSTA



540-1804

1

