Pinellas Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of June 4, 2009

Marc Hanger called the meeting to order. We didn’t have any subcommittee meetings due to time constraints.  Following introductions, Marc called for approval of the minutes of the last meeting. The minutes were approved as submitted.
Subcommittee Reports:

Law Enforcement – 

Scott Vaughan: St Pete Beach PD- Totals for the month plus Seat Belt Wave:

          

Month

Wave

Total

Speed

47 
 
31 
 
78

Seat Belts
86

61

147

DUI

21

10

31

They participated in St Pete’s Checkpoint resulting in 2 DUI arrests and 1 warrant. They held their own Wolf Pack on the Memorial Day weekend on May 23rd resulting in 2 DUI arrests and 2 warrants plus 36 citations. He reported for the past two weeks they are averaging 3 DUIs/night.

Corporal Scott Galley: Pinellas Park PD
5/08/09: The Special Operations Unit participated in the St Pete PD DUI Checkpoint: 5 DUIs were issued and 9 non-moving violations. Two DUI investigations were conducted but no arrests were made.
5/19-5/22/09: The Special Operations Unit conducted a High Visibility/Traffic Enforcement Detail:

Of the 166 Citations issued: 34 were for Unlawful Speed, 1 was for Red Light violation, 1 was for Child Restraint violation, and 112 were for Seat Belt violations. Due to this enforcement seat belt usage has increased in the city. Prior to this enforcement it was recorded that seat belt usage was 84% and after the detail it increased to 88%.
Deputy Lon Redmon: Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
5/27/09: 12:00 PM-1:30 PM- Traffic Detail on Race Track Road- 4 Deputies wrote 8 Seat Belt citations, 7 Unlawful Speed citations, 3 Non-Moving Violation citations and 2 Suspended License citations. There was a good discussion about the procedures of dealing with people who drive with suspended licenses and issuing DUIs.
Engineering – Robert Davis reported on the project dealing with the Pinellas Trail and Pedestrians. He stated that the county was looking at a revision in the design of the cross walk of the trail based on a series of needs that were presented: maintenance, accommodating wheel chair users with a vibration free zone, and other physical barriers that may not appear to be dangerous. Thermo plastic has a “rise” to it and can cause stumbling. 15% of the trail users are in-line skaters and the trail has a monitor from In-line Skating Association and it has been credited with being one of the top tails in the south eastern US. They took all of this into consideration and decided to use a design from California that is better and safer. He showed the design and went over how it solves everyone’s needs. He also reported that the City of St Pete fixed a poor design of the trail where the pedestrians were ending up in front of the stop bar.  
Marcello Tavernari of Largo reported they had urban and walking trails for years and he and his division are about a month away from finishing their East/West connection route. They will be going before the commission with their gap analysis to present what is there and what is missing and how much money it will take to fill it. They are looking at what they can do to their roads to make them more “friendly”. He spoke about educating the public about how to use roundabouts.  
Robert reported the county is finishing 2 Road Safety Audits on East Lake Road and Belcher Road- from Curlew to Alderman.   Mike Burke updated us on the Pinellas County School zoning.  The biggest change for next year is that all the elementary schools are being zoned to their new close to home school and that means they do not get a bus ride. Over 200 bus drivers have been laid off and Pinellas County Schools have reduced their buses from 715 to 500.  This is a huge shift for kids getting to school.  Elementary school enrollment is approximately 104,000. This means that most students will have to get to school on their own; walking, parents driving or riding their bikes. He gave the example of Dunedin Elementary that 100% of those students are walking. We will probably still see 1-3 buses at every elementary school for students with disabilities. He gave other examples of how the new plan will work. The shift is called “Zone”.  Discussion followed about bus stopping procedures at intersections and how they affect safety.  
Robert asked Mike Frederick to report on St Pete’s Top 10 Crash Review. Mike stated they look at the top 10 locations and pull each report. Sometimes they find that the electronic police records actually match the crash reports, but many times they find discrepancies such as they were miscoded. They calculate the actual crash rate and crash frequency for that location and they find that in all cases the crash frequency is lower, sometimes a lot lower, than the actual crash rate. The bike/ped analysis shows that the numbers are still down. Pedestrian fatalities are 40% of the city’s total fatalities. They are using the same methodology each year to conduct this report.
Education/EMS –Jeanine Green Largo held the Kids Fit Fest in Largo Central Park on May 2nd. They were able to give out bicycle helmets and information on bike and pedestrian safety. It was incorporated with the Heart of Largo project. Renee mentioned that she has not been at the last two meetings due to being at schools doing DUI presentations. She has done 41 presentations since March 23rd. Those include a presentation she did for 150 Marines. She approximates the total number of people who have heard the presentation these past few months to be 15,000. Thanks to Jeanette for taking care of the minutes for the last two meetings. Jeanette also mentioned that Renee has presented to the State Wide CTST and the Hillsborough County CTST.  Jeanette reported that Renee went to Citrus County and worked with the Sheriff’s Office there and how they rescheduled the week due to Renee’s grandson being born a little earlier than planned. Someone asked how Renee is getting into the schools in different counties. She went to the Florida Association of School Resource Officer’s Conference (FASRO) last July in Bonita Springs where 500+ law enforcement officers were present. She did her presentation as she does it in the schools. Many schools have called her throughout the year to present to their students. She will be attending the FASRO Conference again in July.
Jeanette mentioned that she has bookmarks, static clings, fans and “yard sale” signs with the Buckle Up Florida logo for anyone who could use them. 
Presentations- Karen Cunningham MPO Special Report- Pinellas 2035 Long-Range Transportation Plan

Any area with a population of 50,000 is mandated by the Federal Government to have a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). They are to draw up the long-range transportation plan to cover the next 25 years. It is the foundation upon which all transportation plans work and it includes all modes of transportation. They are required to have input from the community. Karen presented to educate us and also get our input.
She told us about the plan. It:

-Is a 25-year blueprint

-Guides decision-making
-Is needs based

-Aims to create an affordable, safe, effective and efficient system

-Guides the use of state and federal money

Key issues of the plan are population, safety, and economic development.  Karen went over the key emphasis areas and also local issues such as livable communities. She also mentioned regional transportation issues. She spoke about the TBARTA rail initiative scheduled for 2020-2035 and how they work with other counties’ MPOs.  She talked about Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), mentioned highways, and the bicycle and pedestrian network with a 75-mile loop around the county. She went over trail extensions and improvements. She talked about operations and maintenance.  Karen discussed the next steps of the plan and showed us the time-line.  If we have questions or concerns we can visit the website at www.pinellascounty.org/mpo or email at mpo@pinellascounty.org. After her detailed presentation, Karen asked everyone to fill out a survey and return it to her office. 
Jeanette told us that our new D7 CTST website will be ready as of July 1, 2009; check out the website at www.d7ctst.org. The Pedestrian Safety Action Plan is moving forward. There is a $150,000 contract going to a marketing firm for a pedestrian safety educational campaign. Tallahassee told the DOT there is more federal money out there for specific states or municipalities. We are one of the states that can apply for the money. You have to have a Pedestrian Safety Action Plan in place and Pinellas and Hillsborough have one. She requested a picture of our CTST members for the website.  

 Dave Skrelunas had nothing new to report for Safe Routes to School. He said the last group of applications is on the way to Tallahassee for review.   Jeanette added she has a contract to be awarded to All Children’s Hospital to be used for SRTS education and encouragement programs for schools in Pinellas and Pasco Counties. 

Marc told us Mike Burke agreed to give us an update on the upcoming school year for our August meeting. We also have elections that usually take place in July and he mentioned the need for a nominating committee. It was suggested that Marc and Renee continue on as officers.

Our next meeting is August 6th. The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Renee Napier, CTST Secretary
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