Pinellas Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of October 1, 2009

Chairperson Marc Hanger called the meeting to order, welcomed all present and introductions were given around the room.  Bob Mitchell announced his semi-retirement from AAA.   

Subcommittee Reports:

Enforcement:   Scott Vaughan from St. Pete Beach PD reported on a DUI checkpoint held on 9/9 at the Wachovia Bank on Corey Ave and Gulf Blvd.   They had 21 officers working and stopped every car.  This 2-hour detail netted 6 arrests and 3 DUIs, with 893 vehicles through the checkpoint.  A low man operation is planned for Halloween.  Their monthly stats include 7 DWLSR, 12 DUI, and 25 seat belt citations.  
Pinellas Park PD held a DUI saturation patrol on 9/4 and issued 50 citations with 3 DUI arrests.   On 9/22 they held a school zone and a US 19 construction zone detail and issued 94 citations, mostly no left turn/no right turns and 38 speeding in the construction zone.   

George Edmiston reported Largo PD is working on school issues with overcrowding in parking lots at elementary schools.  They also have been placing an emphasis on bike and pedestrian safety.  They issued warnings for 2 weeks, and later issued 8 citations in a one hour timeframe.  

He reported a problem with electric bikes—they look like a scooter, but have a motor and can go up to 20 mph on a flat, level surface.   There seems to be controversy in the state statute on these bikes.  They do not have a combustible engine, but an electric motor.   Judges don’t know how to address them.  They have no tag.   Judge Overton recognizes them as a scooter.  
Engineering:  Robert Davis spoke about bike racks need at school bus stops.  Some high school students must travel one and one-half miles to the school bus stop and feels the bike racks would encourage them to participate with bikes.  He also reported the STEPS committee is developing a matrix to help decide where to place crossing guards.   Some things considered include time of day, student grade level, traffic control devices present, roadway design, sight distance, on a curve, width, speed, volume, crash data.  This document should be complete by the end of the month and will be put out for use as a tool to help make decisions.  Robert said he would present to the team on the matrix when it is completed.  
Dave Fechter reported on a signal change for the County.  They are using flashing yellow arrows for left turns at pilot intersections.  The Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR) at USF will conduct before and after studies.  Dave stated the flashing yellow arrow allows motorists a safer progression when making a left turn.   They are also working with 30 students from Palm Harbor University as a focus group.  A press conference is scheduled for October 27th at 2:00 PM.   They will place a PSA (public service announcement) on the government channel.

Education:   Jeanine Green stated she attended the kickoff breakfast this week with representatives from the 40+ Pinellas County schools who registered to participate in the October 7th Walk and Roll to School  event.  She also reported on a Child Passenger Safety event held on Saturday at Burlington Coat Factory at Countryside where they checked 39 car seats for correct installation.  
There will be a planning meeting for Battle of the Belts on Tuesday, October 27th at 9:00 AM at the Suncoast Safety Council.   They plan to conduct the battle in the spring of 2010.  
Mildred Helms El had a meeting with the parents on Walking School Buses and they are preparing maps for the parents indicating sidewalks and the locations for the crossing guards to assist those planning their walk routes.  Check out the website at http://www.largo.com/neighborhood for how to start a walking school bus.  
Diane Pearson gave a brief update on her “Mother on a Mission” activities.   She has partnered with Quaker Steak and Lube to offset the costs of her bumper stickers.  She is now sending out over 5000 a month to 7 counties.  Most are distributed through the DHSMV offices.  She has distributed over 125,000 in Volusia, Leon, Lee, Polk, Pinellas, Hillsborough and Alachua counties.   Way to go!

Marc announced Robert Davis accepted the nomination as Vice Chair of the Pinellas CTST.  

There will be a Car Control Clinic at the Star Center on October 8-11 for teens to learn defensive driving techniques.  Parents must accompany their teen driver.  
Marc mentioned that a new law will be effective that requires red light runners pay for a state approved driver improvement course that can cost up to $50.  Fines collected will go to hospitals.  It was also mentioned that the fine for passing a stopped school bus went up from $206 to $271, effective 10/1/09.  
Presentations:

Marc spoke on the Pinellas County MPO Safety Element.   New legislation mandated the MPO to develop a safety element as part of their Long Range Transportation Plan.  In doing so, the MPO is also creating a resource for other agencies to use for safety projects.  Marc was asked to present to the CTST for an overview of the content and our endorsement.  The plan has three parts – target areas and strategies, resources that facilitate safety planning and appendixes.  The target areas are Aggressive Driving, Intersection Crashes, Lane Departure Crashes, and Vulnerable Road Users.  You will also find graphs, statistics, and maps with strategies for the 4 E’s.  This information will all be posted on the MPO website.   The appendix will contain a checklist for safety projects, the truck route plan, the Pinellas Trail loop around the county, what’s completed, what’s not and when is it scheduled; and Florida Statutes such as the Move It, Move Over, and the 3 foot passing law for bikes.
Jeanette presented a Power Point that was given by Marianne Trussell, Chief Safety Officer with FDOT, at the statewide CTST Coalition meeting.   She wanted everyone to be aware of the information provided in this Power Point.  It closely aligned with Marc’s presentation as it described the State Strategic Highway Safety Plan whose areas of focus are Aggressive Driving, Intersection Crashes, Vulnerable Road Users (bikes/peds/motorcycle) and Lane Departures.  The presentation also included NHTSA priorities of alcohol, safety belts, and speed.   She showed how projects get grant awards with good data, a well thought out plan, and a good method of evaluation.   The main point in this presentation was to gather everyone’s input into tracking the projects and programs going on all around the state.  The state web site for tracking safety projects is www2.dot.state.fl.us/safetytracking.   She urged everyone on the CTST to begin to input your projects and programs into this tracking database so we can show case what’s going on in our area.  
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