Pinellas County Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of May 7, 2009

Chairperson Marc Hanger welcomed those members present, introductions were given, and the minutes of the April meeting were approved as submitted.  

Subcommittee Reports:

Engineering:  Marc reported Robert Davis was out on family business.  He stated the speed limit signs were replaced and reflectors were added to the top of the ramp’s barrier wall of I-375 to enhance safety.  Pinellas County is studying traffic calming on 86th Ave N.  Beginning Thursday morning, Walsingham Road eastbound traffic will be closed from the Pinellas Trail to Walsingham Park until October 15th.  Michael Frederick reported 38th Ave under the rail line east of US 19 will be closed for 107 days.  This is the area where it dips down under the roadway and has some drainage issues.   Southbound US 19 frontage road south of 110th, traffic will be rerouted as they are putting in beams for a few days.   
NHTSA reported the Florida seat belt usage rate at 81.7% in 2008, up 2.6% from 2007.  US Transportation reported a 17% drop in work zone fatalities and injuries in 2007, the sharpest single year decrease.  

Enforcement:  Pinellas Park PD conducted a traffic detail on 4/7/09 in the 6400 block of Bryan Dairy Road and issued 322 citations, 218 of which were for speeding.  On 4/24/09, Pinellas Park PD held a DUI saturation patrol.  They issued 30 citations and there were 2 DUI arrests made, 1 drug arrest made.  St. Pete PD held a DUI checkpoint in the 5800 block of 4th Street N and conducted 4 traffic operations in April.   They issued 245 traffic citations, 7 misdemeanors, and 1 felony.   There will be a Click it or Ticket detail on 5/18 through 5/21 in Pinellas Park where they will be checking for all safety belt usage.  
Education/EMS:  It was suggested the Pinellas Co Battle of the Belts campaign coincide with Act Out Loud, sponsored by the National Organization of Youth Safety.   This is an example of youth to youth education.   They have an on-line tool kit and a good message to be incorporated with our Battle of the Belts.  The Suncoast Safety Council applied for two grants from FDOT.  One is the steer clear targeting those high schools that do not offer driver’s education.   They are working with private and public schools using the DUI pedal car.   They wrote a concept paper for a grant for motorcycle conspicuity which is currently under review.  
Jeanette reminded the team of an upcoming campaign also aimed at youth entitled “Don’t be Stupid”.  This campaign was successful in Utah and the materials can be developed for Florida.   It speaks to the “stupid” behaviors of teens like not wearing your safety belt, drinking and driving, texting and driving, speeding, etc.  

Tom Iovino with the Pinellas County Communications Department spoke to the group about the upcoming hurricane season and what’s different this year.  He attended a conference in Texas where they discussed a change in the scale of ranking hurricanes combining the wind with the storm surge.  Evacuation levels are loosely tied to these categories, although other considerations are taken into account.  The concern is the warnings may go out and the evacuations may not start.  They will work with the media to explain these changes.   Some storms have a great deal of uncertainty in their forecast track.   There is a reluctance of the people to see them as a threat.   Tom expressed his gratitude to enforcement personnel for their efforts in helping to get people evacuated.   The prediction for this season is 12 names storms, 8 hurricanes, and 2 major storms.  He said we were in a period of El Nino with a warming of the waters in the South Pacific.   There is more energy in the winds and they will increase the Trade Winds and tear the storms apart.  He was concerned with those homes built before WWII with no hurricane clips, and their windows and garage doors not constructed for major storm winds.   Tom said we should evacuate miles, not hundreds of miles.   The shelters are a last resort as you get 10 square feet of space.   He warned all to heed the evacuation orders in advance and advised that all the information you need is available on the web.    
Marc brought up the idea of having 10 meetings a year, skipping the July and January meetings because of their conflicts with holidays.   All members present agreed this was a good idea.  

To enhance the Pedestrian Safety Action Plan, an educational media campaign is out to bid.  This will include Public Service Announcements for radio and television and billboards to promote safe driving and walking behaviors.  This campaign should run this summer.   
Dave Skrelunas reported the Safe Routes to School projects from last year are being designed and built.  The latest set of applications for SRTS funding are being reviewed for 2012 funding.

Karen Cunningham will present at our June meeting on the proposed 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan as part of the public involvement process.  She is looking for input from the team.  

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanette Rouse
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