
Pinellas Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of March 5, 2009

Marc Hanger called the meeting to order at the Traffic Management Center at FDOT in Tampa.   The minutes were approved with the corrections noted by Marc in the crash rankings the Clearwater Causeway Roundabout was 5th and should be 7th, and 38th Ave N at 49th St N is in 5th place.   The web address for the highway safety grant was also incorrect.  
Subcommittee Reports:

Enforcement:  Pinellas Park conducted a citywide detail on 2/10 with 183 citations, 130 for speeding, 12 seat belts, and 2 arrests.   Pinellas Park PD also held a DUI saturation patrol on 2/20 with 8 arrests, 3 of these were for DUI.   St. Pete Beach gave 48 warnings for the Move Over law and had 5 DUI arrests for the month.   They are also conducting red light running details.  
Engineering:  Marc reported 5th Avenue N and between 58th St N and 4th St N have new signals installed with countdown pedestrian signals.  The MPO has released the new top 100 of the crashes versus volume rankings and this information is available upon request.
Education:   It was reported that Kim Jowell has hired a Coordinator to work with Battle of the Belts.

Marc reported the primary safety belt legislation passed through the first committee yesterday.  And Peter reported that if the safety belt legislation passes, Florida could receive an additional $35 million in federal safety dollars.  The red light camera legislation has been given a green light in the House panel.

911 medical calls have been changed to priority dispatch.  EMS has experienced cut backs and have only one paramedic on their trucks.  Firefighters will concentrate on fire emergencies.  

Kim Jowell recently made a presentation at an MPO meeting regarding the use of cell phones in the car.  There is proposed legislation regarding banning their use due to driver distraction.  Bruce Marcone reported that Wal Mart has 7,000 trucks on the road and their cell phone use is only wireless and no texting is allowed.  

We were reminded concept papers to apply for Section 402 Safety Grant funding are due in Tallahassee by March 31st.   

Mike Burke reported on the dollars cut from their budget for school bus transportation.  Currently there are 715 buses on the road and next year it should be 550 or less.  Currently the county is looking at school zones.   Parents must transport their students if they choose to go to a school outside their zone for elementary school students.  Currently, the middle school students can stay in their current school until 2010/2011, at which time all middle schools will go to zone schools.   They are also consolidating a lot of the bus stops and looking at changing bell times.   Currently, no student crosses US 19.  Peter reported FDOT was looking to work with Safe Kids in Pinellas on a Safe Routes to School educational project.
The statewide CTST Coalition meeting will be held April 13th at AAA headquarters in Heathrow, Florida, outside of Orlando.
There will be a demonstration of a new machine to check friction numbers along I-275 in the St. Petersburg area.  This will occur at 10:30 PM on next Monday night and should be complete in about two hours.  

Peter reported the pedestrian safety laws have changed and they guidelines are changing and should be published within a month.  These guidelines will address the new law and types of treatments that can be done.  We are working on a Pedestrian Action Plan that has been drafted and will go to the MPO Board for approval.   Pinellas and Hillsborough counties will be conducting a pedestrian safety media campaign for $150,000 to get our safety messages out to the public.  Peter also said that after the guidelines come out, FDOT will work with Pinellas County and St. Pete Beach to offer our engineering help with pedestrian safety issues along Gulf Boulevard.  He felt we may need to make some revisions around N. Reddington Beach.   
At this point in the meeting, Terry Hensley described the Sunguide Building and the Regional Transportation Center which is the leased side where all dispatch for this region occurs.  The building cost $8 million and was built to withstand a Category 3 hurricane.  It has concrete roof, walls and flooring and joined together.   The building also houses the Emergency Operations Center for this region.  There are three FDOT employees and everyone else is a contract employee.  Terry explained how Intelligent Transportation Systems – ITS- help us get the most out of the highways.   The delay in traffic from crashes/incident can cause secondary crashes.  ITS helps to reduce the times the lanes are blocked and thus reduce secondary crashes.  It cost $30-$35 million to build a mile of interstate.   This center is a 24/7 operation that monitors 40 miles of interstate on I-75, I-4, I-275, and limited coverage of the Skyway Bridge.  They also identify problems with about 100 cameras and 400 sensors that can detect by lane/volume/speed.  Terry said they rely on Road Rangers to tell them what’s going on the roadways.   Last year their Road Rangers budget was cut by 50%.  They are the first responders to incidents most of the time.   They also help change tires, give gas, etc.   Their average response time is 4-6 minutes.  They also alert the public to know what’s going on with variable message signs and overhead dynamic message signs.   
Terry also explained the software system called Sunguide that is used around the state.   This system monitors 15 information sources.   Terry also holds Traffic Incident Management meetings.  He said he is getting excellent cooperation from the attendees at the meetings.   He mentioned moving a fire truck from blocking a lane as soon as they can and having everyone think about the traffic consequences. Tours were also provided to those present.  
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