
Pinellas Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of January 8, 2009

The meeting was held at the Clearwater Fire Department.  Tim Sparrow, Assistant Chief, welcomed us and gave us a brief Power Point of Vehicle Crash Objectives. The objectives he went over included scene safety, hazard mitigation, vehicle stabilization, patient care, disentanglement and patient packaging. We then went outside to watch a vehicle extrication demo. We were shown the truck and the tools the fire department uses to cut people out of cars. It was very interesting and everyone enjoyed taking the time to meet at the fire department. We also appreciate the department taking the time to give us this demonstration.

Afterward we went inside and Marc Hanger called our meeting to order. We didn’t have any subcommittee meetings beforehand due to time constraints.   After introductions, Marc called for approval of the minutes of the last meeting.  It was noted that Ron McKenzie is not currently in a motorcycle unit,  but did complete the training class. The minutes were approved with this correction.
Subcommittee Reports:
Law Enforcement – Sergeant Tracey Schofield reported that the Pinellas Park PD had a Traffic Enforcement Detail on December 16, 2008 on Bryan Dairy Rd between US 19 and 72nd St. There were 165 citations issued including 1 DWLSR, 134 unlawful speed and 9 seatbelt citations. They conducted a DUI Saturation on New Year’s Eve and issued 69 citations. These citations included 38 unlawful speed, 3 DWLSR, 5 seatbelt violations. They made 7 arrests: 6 for DUI and 1 for possession of marijuana. They usually average 6 traffic homicides and they had 12 in 2008. 6 of them were DUI related: 4 motorcycles and 2 pedestrians. Tracey commented about the need to educate those who ride crotch rockets/street bikes. Even if people look twice and see the motorcycle coming, it is hard to judge the speed of the motorcycle. When a motorcycle is going in excess of 100 mph, it is hard for cars to avoid them. He mentioned that an alarming number of people don’t have the motorcycle endorsement that is required by law. A lot of drug dealers ride the street bikes that will go in excess of 160mph because they know the cops can’t catch them. They will have their moms, wives or girlfriends register the bikes and that makes it hard to know who is on the bike. There was good discussion about the law and what should be done to make it safer. Scott Vaughn made the point that the stiff fines of $1,141.00 give those who are breaking the law more reason to run from the cops. They feel the person who is riding the motorcycle needs to be the one to register the bike and that will stop a lot of the problem.  
At the end of this discussion Tracey mentioned they are conducting a traffic detail on January 27th.  It will deal with red lights and speeders. They will conduct a DUI saturation on January 30th.  They conduct at least one DUI saturation per month and a traffic detail. They are trying to get the city council to pass the red light cameras. 
Scott Vaughn emailed his stats: the St Pete Beach PD had two saturation patrols: 12-11 and 12-30 with a total of 19 DUI arrests, 174 citations, 10 DWLSR.  And their other motor officer, JR Raleigh was able to get his 100th DUI during this period.   Tracey let everyone know he brought 2 boxes of Move Over fliers for anyone interested. They are written in Spanish and English. The fliers are to inform the public about the Move Over Law. Scott mentioned they had an officer hit by a mirror recently and they caught the person who failed to move over. The person was unaware of the law. Jeanette mentioned EMS brochures she brought to distribute as well. 
 
Education/EMS –No Report
Engineering – Marc Hanger: 1) A report released by Texas Transportation Institute showed red light cameras reduced crashes in Texas by 30%. 56 Intersections in 12 cities were analyzed.  Right-angle crashes dropped 43% and rear-end collisions increased 5%. This triggered good discussion on red light cameras and the cost and the reasons the politicians are struggling with passing the law. 2) The Cypress Point Shopping Center median opening on US 19 just south of Enterprise Rd has been permanently closed. This completes all the median closings on US 19 between Enterprise Rd and Sunset Point Rd. 3) The 2009 National Work Zone Awareness Week in April 6-10. 4) Early projections from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration shows an almost 10% drop in highway deaths during the first 10 months of 2008. The Federal Highway Administration reported a national reduction of 3.5% vehicle miles traveled from October 2007 to October 2008.
Pinellas Park has 14 intersections where they want red light cameras. 

Jeanette mentioned that our 5 counties evened out and are down in the number of fatalities. It is probably due to fewer miles traveled. The big reductions are on high volume roads.

Marc reported that he went to an incident management meeting and spoke to us about having Terry Hensley give a report at an upcoming meeting. Perhaps we will have a meeting at the Incident Management office.
Susan Boda went over the agenda for the Statewide CTST Coalition meeting in Naples on Monday, January 12th.
Marc said that next month we will be going over concept papers and Karen Cunningham will be talking to us about Congestion Management Plans.

Jeanette informed us that she still has 4 boxes of “Recipes for the Road” if anybody has anything going on and wants to use them. Dave Fechter put some out at Ruth Eckert Hall and they were all taken.

Our next meeting is February 5th. The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Renee Napier, CTST Secretary
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