
Pasco County Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of January 24, 2010
Sgt. Art Rowand with the Pasco Sheriff’s Office opened the meeting. The minutes from the December meeting were approved with the following revisions: The intersection discussed by Traffic Operations was Fivay and “Woodbine”. The Sheriff’s Office DUI checkpoint was conducted on December “18th”.
Old Business:

Problem Identification

Trinity Oaks Elementary is having a problem with traffic backing up into the eastbound lanes of Mitchell Blvd and blocking the right turn lane. Traffic is usually the heaviest in the afternoon between 3:20-3:50 PM while students are being dismissed.  Sgt. Pinto asked the Sheriff’s Office for assistance when an officer is available. 
Traffic Operations reported that a stop bar has been added on the south side of the intersection of Woodbine and Fivay.  Hopefully these improvements will help with the turning radius for the traffic.
The Sheriff’s Office DUI checkpoint on December 18th yielded 6 DUI arrests. Approximately 1,000 cars traveled through the checkpoint.
Team Building
Pasco Alliance Substance Abuse program will be attending our next CTST meeting.  We welcomed Debra Sharp with FDOT in their Brooksville office. Debra’s job duties include reviewing plans.  
New Business:

Engineering Issues
At the intersection of Decubellis and Highcrest, Traffic Operations added speed feedback signs. The speed limit was also reduced on Decubellis from 35 mph to 30 mph.  The speed feedback signs will display the motorist’s speed and will flash when their speed exceeds the posted limit and it will also flash “slow down”.   They are also able to capture data.  The Sheriff’s Office can get motor units to this area to see if there are high speeds.
Dave Skrelunas reported an open call for Safe Routes to School applications with a deadline of 4/15/2010.  Several projects are already scheduled through next year.  FDOT is buying more speed feedback signs and solar powered flashers.  
Traffic Operations conducted a Rural Roads Safety Audit on ten rural roadway segments. They looked at data, conducted field reviews, and they also looked at trends in certain sections.
Traffic Operations will use a test skid trailer on Shady Hills to establish friction numbers. FDOT is donating bright sticks-- fluorescent sticks that will be added to the u-channel in sign posts to increase sign visibility on Shady Hills.  On Curley Road they are raising the signs above the normal height to improve visibility.   Speed seems to be the number one crash factor on rural roadways.  
Calendar Updates

The Chasco Fiesta will be held March 18- 27, 2010.  The parade is scheduled for March 20th.  
DOT is starting to set up an eight hour training class, Traffic Engineering for Law Enforcement. The training will be scheduled in March.
Open Forum

CSX has launched a free training program for first responders to educate them on how to respond to incidents on and around railroad property and equipment.  The online course will outline how CSX operates and the hazards associated with their business.  The site is at www.csxsafe.com, and is the first of its kind launched by a US railroad for this audience of emergency personnel.
Melissa Huebner discussed her progress with Safe Routes to School educational programs in Pasco County schools.  She said Trinity Oaks has a Walk to School Day event set for February.  She is having problems getting parent volunteers to walk with the students.   Trinity El has increased their number of walking students.   Deer Park will have a walking school bus event in February.   She is also working with Gulf Trace and Gulf View.   James Marlow is a 100% walking school and she plans to conduct more educational events with that school.  

DOT discussed a BOLO from southern Florida. Subjects are stealing batteries from message boards and barricades.

New Port Richey PD conducted enforcement with businesses along US 19. Businesses are using the right of way to place and sell vehicles and goods. Through education and citations they were able to decrease the number of violations.

Traffic Operations discussed the latest Top 40 Crash Intersections.  Jennifer said they are looking at changes to the report and welcome suggestions.   They are considering breaking Little Road into smaller sections.  
The next CTST meeting will be held on Wednesday February 24, 2010 at the New Port Richey Police Department.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jacqueline Danzig
Pasco CTST Secretary
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