Pasco County Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of September 22, 2010
Bob Reck, Vice Chairperson with the Pasco County Traffic Operations opened the meeting. The minutes from the July meeting were approved with the following revision on page 1: Traffic Operations discussed the intersection of  US 19/ “Louis Ave.” 
Old Business:

Problem Identification/ Follow Up
Embassy Blvd:

Traffic Operations reported the Embassy Blvd project is currently out to bid. The project will include widening, signage, markings and a median revision on Embassy Blvd.  The Qwick Kurb will be removed when the permanent median is installed.  
New Business:

Engineering Issues
Meadow Pointe/Chancey Road (near SR 56): A traffic study has been completed. The study will result in the installation of a temporary traffic signal, and an audible pedestrian signal by the County.  Chancey Road dead ends now but will be four lanes in the future.    
No additional problems have been reported at the intersection of Ballentrae and SR 54. 

Athenian Academy:  The speed limit within the area of the school has been reduced from 30 miles per hour to 20 miles per hour. The school is still experiencing a number of traffic related issues despite the changes. Traffic Operations reported that a resurfacing project will be taking place in the area of the school, at Lassen and Seven Springs they will install a two way left turn lane. Lucy reported the school is currently working to start a walking school bus program. Changing the traffic signal pattern to an all red when a pedestrian is present may help to alleviate some of the problems. 
Calendar Updates

The quarterly statewide CTST coalition meeting will be held October 11, 2010 from 0830-1300. The meeting will be available at the Tampa FDOT office via video conferencing or live at the Florida Turnpike office. The meeting will cover red light cameras and pedestrian safety topics.  
High Crash Locations

Jennifer Ledbetter with Traffic Operations reported on the high crash locations. The locations were consistent with the previous month’s activity.
Open Forum
The DUI checkpoint held September 9, 2010 with NPRPD, PRPD, FHP, and PSO resulted in 9 arrests; 5 were DUI related, 2 were drug related. The checkpoint was held from 8:00PM to 12:00AM at the intersection of Congress and Pine Hill. Three hundred cars were checked.  Amy Owens with NHTSA was present to observe.
Safe Routes to School
Lucy Gonzalez Barr is working with Seven Springs Elementary and Athenian Academy to improve sidewalks and signage around school property. 
Amy Heinzen announced this is national Child Passenger Safety Week and a checkup event will be held on Friday at All Children’s Specialty Care Center on Rowan Road and on Saturday a child passenger safety check will be held in Shady Hills.  On Saturday, 11/6, a checkup event is scheduled for New Port Richey Fire Department Station 1.   

Amy said Pasco County has 10 schools participating in the International Walk Your Child to School Day events on October 6 and 7th.   Deer Park is walking on Oct 6th and Marlow, New River, Lake Myrtle, Oakstead, Pasco, Trinty Oaks, Gulf  Highlands, Gulf Trace and Gulf side are all participating in the walk on Oct 7th.  Amy is looking for volunteers to help with the walks at Gulf Trace, Gulfside and Marlow.  New Port  Richey PD said they would send an officer.   

Walk Wise Presentation

Julie Bond with the Center for Urban Transportation Research at USF gave the Walk Wise presentation on pedestrian safety. The presentation was an interactive learning activity for participants to gain a better understanding of pedestrian safety laws. This presentation may be delivered to church groups, schools, neighborhood associations.  
The City of New Port Richey will host the Cotte River Bike Fest October 8-10 in downtown New Port Richey.  
Chrissie Parris with the Pasco County Alliance for Substance Abuse Prevention (ASAP) reported on Saturday - 9/25 from 10:00-2:00 there will be a pill drop off at Gulf View Square Mall for all unused or expired medications in your home.   
The next CTST meeting will be held on Wednesday October 27, 2010 at the New Port Richey Police Department.
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