Pasco County Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of July 28, 2010
Sgt. Art Rowand with the Pasco Sheriff’s Office opened the meeting.  The minutes from the June meeting were approved with the following revisions:  On page 2--Safe Routes to School project was revised from Moon Lake Elementary to River Ridge Middle School.  And the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners of the DUI Challenge will “draw” for a vehicle. 
Old Business:

Problem Identification/ Follow Up
Embassy Blvd:

Some signage was removed from Embassy Blvd due to sign clutter. Signage was updated to new standards. A few properties were cited for violation of sight triangle.  
Traffic Operation completed a turning movement study at nearby shopping centers.

New Business:

Engineering Issues
Regency Park Blvd/ Cutty Sark Dr: Citizen requests for bus stop to be relocated to opposite side of roadway. Currently the bus must stop in the right turn lane to pick up passengers.
Calendar Updates

· The extension between Meadow Pointe and Mansfield will be completed on July 31st.
· The first day of school for Pasco County is August 16th.
· Safe Kids will be hosting a car seat check on September 25th in Shady Hills.  Car seat safety checks are held on the 4th Friday of each month at the Specialty Care Center in Pasco.
· Safe Kids will be hosting for car seat technician training at All Children’s Hospital in St Petersburg on September 14-17.
High Crash Locations

Jennifer with Traffic Operations discussed the intersection of 7th and 12th in Zephyrhills. All crashes which are occurring are left turn crashes from the wrong lane.

US 19/ Plaza: Angle and Left turn crashes have increased in the intersection. 

The group discussed the possibility of adding a yellow bar or bright sticks to speed limit signs on roadways with complaints of high speeds.

Open Forum
Safe Routes to School
Safe Kids reported they have been working with the Community YMCA in Trinity during the summer safety camp with students from Trinity and Deer Park Elementary.  
During 2009, six schools participated in the walking school bus program.  In 2010, sixteen schools will participate in the walking school bus program.  Pasco County will observe Walk Your Child to School Day on October 7th.
Law Enforcement Challenge

The Hillsborough County Community Traffic Safety Team won the CTST of the year.  They were awarded a laptop, projector and a digital camera.

Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office placed first in several categories and won two vehicles, a Chevy Tahoe for DUI enforcement and a Chevy Impala.  Pasco County Sheriff’s Office placed first in their size category in the Law Enforcement Challenge.  Art said they were awarded $15,000 worth of equipment.   

Motor Unit Challenge participants will be awarded boot knives for each member.

Jason Jackman with the Center for Urban Transportation Research at USF spoke on the Walk Wise program.  Walk Wise: www.walkwisetampabay.com is a program developed to raise awareness about pedestrian safety. Walk Wise ambassadors are available to give presentations to community groups. Their presentation is specifically geared toward local community organizations and home owners association.

Tom Banks reported on a decrease in traffic numbers as a result of the enforcement efforts and the economy.
· Fatalities decreased 15%

· Alcohol fatalities decreased 14%

· Motorcycle crashes decreased 43%

· Bicycle crashes decreased 15%

· Pedestrian fatalities decreased 4%
· Teen crashes are down 20%
“Over the limit, under arrest” impaired driving crackdown will be held over the Labor Day holiday, the last week of August and first week of September.   
The next CTST meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 25, 2010 at the New Port Richey Police Department.
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