Pasco County Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of April 28, 2010
Sgt. Art Rowand with the Pasco Sheriff’s Office opened the meeting. The minutes from the March meeting were approved with no revisions.
Old Business:

Problem Identification
Trinity Oaks Elementary and Trinity Elementary hosted a walk to school day. An estimated 200 students participated in the event. Children and parents were encouraged to walk from their neighborhoods. Local vendors participating in the event included Publix, Smoothie King, New Port Richey Police Department and Pasco Sheriff’s Office. The Trinity Newsletter featured an article about the walk to school day. Gulfside Elementary will be participating in a walk to school day this week.

Residents in neighborhoods surrounding Trinity Oaks Elementary are upset about the increased parking in the residential areas. Participants in the walking school bus should utilize the Wachovia parking lot instead of residential roads.

Traffic Operations discussed how school traffic complaints are handled. Complaints are identified to the School Traffic Safety Team; the meetings are comprised of members from the Sheriff’s Office, School Board, FDOT, and Traffic Operations. The meetings identify problems with traffic flow and pedestrian and bicycle safety around schools. 

New Business:

Engineering Issues
No new issues to report.
Calendar Updates

Pasco County High Schools’ Battle of the Belts contestants will be judged on their projects on May 19, 2010; prizes will be awarded on May 24, 2010.

The Click It or Ticket campaign will run from May 24, 2010 to June 6, 2010.
Open Forum
This week is campaign week for Battle of the Belts. All county high schools are competing except Sunlake.  Student’s projects will be judged on May 19, 2010 at the All Children’s Specialty Care Center. On May 24, 2010, at 10:00 AM at the Center, the monetary awards will be given to the schools with the Highest Usage, Most Improved Usage, Best Public Safety Announcement, and the best Essay.  
Amy Heinzen reported 3 new Child Passenger Safety Technicians have successfully completed the course in Pasco County from the Zephyrhills Fire Department.   Child safety seats can be checked by appointment from 9:00 AM-12:00 noon on the 4th Friday of the month at the All Children’s Specialty Care Center on Rowan Road.   
Land O Lakes High School hosted a DUI Presentation to all junior and senior class members. During the presentation a Pasco judge and Pasco Sheriff Bob White discussed sentencing guidelines for DUI arrests and DUI crashes. The presentation focused on the number of people killed by drunk drivers in the state of Florida during 2008: 1,169.
Jeanette reported on the new video conferencing format for the CTST state coalition meeting. Three out of the four quarterly meetings will be held via video conference at the local FDOT district offices and one meeting will be a workshop format.

Tom Banks reported on the 2010 Click It or Ticket campaign. The campaign will run from May 24th through June 6th. Tom reported less use of safety belts was found during the night time hours.  The top producing agency will receive a $15,000 incentive, 2nd place is $12,000 and 3rd is $10,000.  Agencies will be divided by size. Banks reported that the seatbelt usage rate for the state is currently at 85.7%

Traffic Operations discussed the high crash intersection report. US 41/SR 54, US 19/ SR 52, SR 54/SR 56, US 19/ Ridge Rd had the highest volume of crashes in 2009.

Currently District 7 fatalities are down by 40 over this same time period last year, which is a 26.5% reduction in fatal crashes.
The next CTST meeting will be held on Wednesday May 26, 2010 at the New Port Richey Police Department.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jacqueline Danzig
Pasco CTST Secretary
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