Pasco County Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of August 25, 2010
Sgt. Art Rowand with the Pasco Sheriff’s Office opened the meeting. The minutes from the July meeting were approved with the following revisions: Traffic Operations “scheduled” turning movement study at the intersection of Little Road and Embassy; it is not complete yet according to Mike Bunk. 
Old Business:

Problem Identification/ Follow Up
Embassy Blvd:

Traffic Operations will be removing quik kurb at the intersection of Little and Embassy.  The quick kurb will be replaced with a concrete barrier within 120 days.   
Traffic Operations is working with home owners and code enforcement to gain compliance on the site triangle along Embassy Blvd.

Congress: Yellow bright sticks were added to speed limit signs along the corridor in order to alert the driver.
New Business:

Engineering Issues
The Pasco county school year is under way. 

Deer Park Elementary updated striping within the school drop off area to assist with drop off and pick up traffic. 

Imagine Charter school: Traffic problems have been reported at the intersection of SR 54 and Ballentrae as a result of the new school year. The group discussed potential solutions to alleviate the problems at the intersection.

Calendar Updates

October 7th is International Walk to school day. 
Safe Kids will be hosting a car seat check on September 25th at the Shady Hills Community Center.
Safe Kids will be hosting a Child Passenger Safety Technician Certification Training at All Children’s Hospital in St Petersburg from September 14-17.
September 9th and 10th Pasco Sheriff’s Office, New Port Richey Police Department, and Florida Highway Patrol will be hosting a DUI Check point from 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM and 10:30 PM to 12:30 AM at the intersection of Congress and Pine Hill. NTSHA will have a representative in attendance to study the methods used to conduct the checkpoint.

High Crash Locations

Jennifer with Traffic Operations discussed the intersection of US 19/ Lois Ave where the majority of crashes are a result of failure to yield. Hudson and Hicks reported a high number of driveway- related crashes. 
US 19/ Plaza: Angle and Left turn crashes have increased in the intersection. 

Open Forum
Safe Routes to School
Chasco Elementary, Deer Park Elementary, Gulf Highlands Elementary, Gulf Trace Elementary, Gulfside Elementary, Lake Myrtle Elementary, Marlow Elementary, Locke Elementary, New River Elementary, Trinity Elementary, Trinity Oaks Elementary, and Wesley Chapel Elementary are all participating in the Safe Routes to School program for the 2010-2011 school calendar.  Most are conducting Walking Wednesdays and have SRTS programming planned.  
Law Enforcement Challenge

Tom Banks reported the DUI crack down will take place August 20th to September 6th. This will be the first of 4 crack downs. Additional crack downs will be held in October, November, December and January.  Participants will be eligible to win a DUI checkpoint in a bag. Tom urged the enforcement agencies to sign up for the DUI Challenge.  In these days when budgets are limited, and agencies are applying for grant dollars, they should participate in these enforcement efforts.  Florida is down 13% in fatalities for 2009.  
Walk Wise Tampa Bay representatives discussed their pedestrian safety project. Walk Wise offers a 15 minute presentation with driver and pedestrian safety tips to neighborhood groups, universities, colleges, churches, senior centers.   They want to join with law enforcement to educate the public on pedestrian safety.  
Recipes for the Road: This year restaurants will be able to submit their recipes online at www.d7ctst.org. Recipes for the Road provides free advertising for participating restaurants as well as copies for the restaurants to give to their patrons. 

On August 20th New Port Richey Police Department, Port Richey Police Department, Florida Highway Patrol and the Pasco Sheriff’s Office participated in a DUI wolf pack from county line to county line along US 19. Thirty law enforcement officers were in attendance.

The next CTST meeting will be held on Wednesday September 22, 2010 at the New Port Richey Police Department.
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