Pasco County Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of October 28, 2009
Jeanette Rouse with the Florida Department of Transportation opened the meeting. The minutes from the September meeting were approved.

Old Business:

Problem Identification

A problem at Meadow Brook and SR 54 was reported, school drop off traffic is backing up onto SR 54.
Traffic Operations discussed the Top 40 Crash Location Report.  This report is looked at by injuries reported.  Pasco Sheriff’s Office reported they concentrate their efforts in four quadrants—east of 41 and west of 41, using 52 and 54 as separators.  
Traffic Operations reported intersection improvements to a number of the Top 40 Crash Intersections. Intersection improvements have taken place at the following intersections:

Old Pasco/ Oakley

Little/ St Lawrence
Bruce B Downs/ Aronwood

Ridge/ Sterling

Traffic Operations reported on changes to the intersection of SR 54/ Collier Pkwy. The posted speed limit is now to 45 mph to all northbound and southbound drivers.  The 35 mph sign has been removed.
The Safe Routes to School project at Gulf Highlands is underway.

Trinity Oaks Elementary will now use a double loading on the school property to prevent school drop off traffic from backing up onto Mitchell Road.
Team Building
Captain Baker retired from the New Port Richey Police Department in early October. A new chairperson and vice chairperson were elected. Sgt Art Rowand with the Pasco Sheriff’s Office was elected as the new chairman. Bob Reck with Pasco County Traffic Operations, was elected the vice chairperson.  We welcomed Captain Jeff McDougal from Zephyrhills PD.  
New Business:

Safe Kids
Amy Heinzen with All Children’s Hospital Safe Kids spoke about the educational aspect of the Safe Routes to School Program. She also introduced two new employees who will be working in Pasco County schools, Melissa and Terri.  Their goal is to educate children to teach them how to safely walk and bike to school and decrease the amount of traffic at school drop off points. One of the educational tools they use is a walking school bus where parents supervise a group of children as they walk to school. The program teaches children and parents good pedestrian habits as well as increases the health and wellness of children and parents by walking to school.  Seven Pasco schools participated in International Walk to School Day on October 7th.  
Amy reported the Battle of the Belts will take place in the spring and will coincide with the Prom Promise.  Wesley Chapel High School won last year’s battle to increase safety belt compliance.  
Engineering Issues
Traffic Operations will be revisiting the Road Safe Audit site at Parkway Blvd to identify all clear zone problems.
A new traffic signal will be installed at the intersection of Trinity Blvd and Duck Slough Blvd.
The FDOT reported the continuous right turn lane project on US 19 will begin in 2010 with revisions to the medians. The project will add a continuous right turn lane from the Pinellas County line to Hudson Ave.

Traffic Operations reported that the project on Decubellis Rd is currently on hold.  They hope to obtain the permits shortly.   They are widening Ridge to Moon Lake and doing an extension to the Suncoast.  

Bob Reck said there are two more message boards at Ridge and SR 54 both northbound and southbound.  
Calendar Updates

The November and December Pasco CTST meetings will be combined. The meeting will be December 2, at 1:30 in the conference room at the New Port Richey Police Department.
Recipe for the Roads booklets will be available by Thanksgiving.
Respectfully Submitted, 

Jacqueline Bradford
Pasco CTST Secretary
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