Pasco County Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of May 27, 2009
Captain Scott Baker with New Port Richey Police Department opened the meeting.  The minutes from the April meeting were approved. 

Old Business:

Battle of the Belts
Pasco County will consider moving their Battle of the Belt from the spring to the fall. This change will allow Hillsborough, Pinellas and Pasco County’s Battle of the Belts to coincide. State Farm is still supportive of the Battle of the Belt Program.  Battle of the Belts coordinators may be looking to Wal-Mart for sponsorship. 

Trinity Oaks Elementary

The entrance to the school has been restriped to increase stacking of vehicles at the school.  The county will use the summer to brainstorm a new plan for the school to help with the traffic flow and check with Sgt. Art Rowand on any enforcement problems at the school.
 Safe Routes to School

Amy from All Children’s Hospital indicated that she hopes to have a contract for Safe Routes to School funding for an educational program by mid-June. The Seven Springs Middle School project is being reviewed. Pasco County will be responsible for building the sidewalks for this SRTS project and FDOT will reimburse the county at a later date.  River Ridge and Chasto are in the review process.  
 Jasmine Blvd/ Hilltop Dr

 Traffic Operations is still monitoring the intersection.  Bob Reck reported they will conduct a new count study to see if the intersection meets traffic volume standards.  Bob explained that right angle and left turn crashes are the types correctable by a signal.  Rear end crashes usually go up after a signal is installed.   They looked a Jasmine and Hilltop in 2007 and it did not meet warrants at that time.  
Road Safety Audit

Once a draft has been received from TBE, a plan will be constructed for both Parkway Blvd and Hudson Ave.


Parkway Blvd Problems:



Trees in right of way, close to the travel lane


County proposed open communication with Home Owners Association


Hudson Ave Problems:



Intersection of US 19 and Hudson Ave is skewed



Congestion along each side of US 19


County to consider closing some driveway access


Stop bars are far from the intersection

Primary Seat Belt Law

The Primary Seat Belt law was signed into law effective June 30th.  The law requires front seat passengers to buckle up.  Back seat passengers under 18 are also required to buckle up.  Florida DOT is set to receive $35.5 million to be distributed among the districts. District 7 is set to receive about $5 million.
Team Building

 Jeanette addressed the possibility of inviting Fire Department and School Board Transportation officials to future CTST meetings. 
New Business:

Calendar Updates

Child Seat Safety Course on June 6th from 0900-1200 at 6333 Madison New Port Richey, FL
The Better Driver Campaign will start the 5th of June.  DOT will display billboards along I-75 educating drivers on sharing the road, not speeding and maintaining a safe distance.
The Florida Law Enforcement Challenge Awards Ceremony is set to take place in July in Orlando.
Roadway Concerns
US 19/ Flamingo: a bidirectional median will be created to control left turn traffic flow.
US 41/Leonard : Additional signage will be added to promote the use of the frontage road onto US 41
SR 52/Laredo:  There were not a lot of severe crashes, but those involved mature drivers; there is good access in the back of the subdivision.

Fatality Numbers

Pasco County’s fatality crashes are down. District 7 has seen a decrease in fatality crashes by 6-7%. The state fatality numbers are also down 11% (YTD)
Open Forum

Bob Reck with Pasco County Traffic Operation reported that signals will be replaced/added at the following intersections:


SR 54/ Collier Parkway, Wesley Chapel at Veteran’s Elementary

Little Rd/ Sealy Dr


Fox Hollow Dr/ Little Rd


Little Rd/ St Lawrence Dr


Handcart Rd/ Prospect Dr – 3 flashers
DOT reported that milling and resurfacing will begin on the evening of May 27th along SR 52 east of I-75.  Lanes will be widened from 11 ft to 12 ft.

Pasco County Traffic Operations reported that restriping on Grand Blvd from Marine to Main will take place shortly.  Ridge Rd will be resurfaced at the eastbound approach to Little Rd.  Old SR 54 will be resurfaced and restriped. The work on Perrine Ranch is almost complete, they have added shoulders and left turn lanes.  
The next CTST meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 24, 2009 at the New Port Richey Police Department.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jacqueline Bradford

Pasco CTST Secretary
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