Pasco County Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of March 25, 2009

Captain Scott Baker called the meeting to order and welcomed all those members present. Minutes of the February 25th, 2009 meeting were reviewed and approved.

Old Business:

Sgt. Rowand reported that School Zones and School Zone Safety are still an area of focus. He said they plan to reorganize the parent pickup to make changes to double the line at Trinity Oaks Elementary.  Mitchell High School and Deer Park Elementary are still areas of concern; however, Sgt. Rowand did indicate that changes were in place to help solve the problem.  At Deer Park they will rearrange the bus and parent pickup lanes over the summer. 

Bob Reck proposed three projects for Safe Routes to School Funding:

· Chasco Elementary and Chasco Middle: Add 6 flashers with 4 on Ridge Road, 2 additional pedestrian crossings with ADA ramps and signals and 2 reduced speed zone flashers.  Three crossing guards will be needed. The estimated cost of the project is $54,120

· River Ridge Middle School on Moon Lake Road:  The students made a request before the Board of County Commissioners for an 8 foot multi use path with a projected cost of $62,790.

· Seven Springs Middle: Students requested an 8 ft multi use path from SR 54 south to 500 ft past Trinity Blvd, Little Rd west on Mitchell. The project includes ADA ramps and will modify 4 signals for pedestrians.  This will tie in access to the YMCA. Currently 8 students are using this route; however, after construction an estimated 150 students would use the sidewalk. This project can provide a trail connection between Pinellas and Pasco. The projected cost is $498,345.


All three projects were endorsed by the team.
Team Building:     We welcomed April’s replacement, Jacqueline Bradford.
New Business:

Calendar Updates: April 13th CTST State Coalition Meeting will be held at AAA Auto Club South, located at 1000 AAA Dr, Heathrow, FL.

A Road Safety Audit is schedule for April 27th – April 29th, 2009 and will take place at Hudson Avenue west of US 19.  The RSA will comprise of a field visit and a brainstorming session. The proposed improvements for RSA location are Chevron Signs and raised pavement markers (RPMs) on white lines.  Mike would like team input from engineering, law enforcement, and maintenance to generate a list of possible improvements.  Bob Reck said an upcoming project is funded for Hudson Ave to address Parkway Boulevard and some small improvements might be addressed in this project.
Traffic Times addressed the Pedestrian Safe Action Plan. Pinellas County and Hillsborough County were allocated a few million dollars to work on local roads.   Peter spoke with FHWA about conducting a Pedestrian Safety Action Plan for Pasco County in August.  The federal aid will end in September of this year.  Florida was a focus state for this year’s funding.  We hope to gain approval from the MPO that will give enforcement authority to work on pedestrian safety.  Some examples of funding projects would include sidewalks, raised medians, elimination of two way left turn lanes and road diets.  
Peter also reported the National Conference on Road Safety Audits was coming to Florida in September to hold their training in Orlando.  They are trying to tie this training in with the CTST statewide Coalition meeting for the first day to be followed by the RSA training.   This would give us a good opportunity to see what others around the US are doing.  
CTST would like to create a schedule for the US 19 variable message signs; the signs will feature safety belt awareness and DUI prevention messages. Additional overhead VMS signage will be added in Phase 4 which is in design now for the north and south direction of SR52 and SR 54, in an eastbound direction at SR 54/ Little Rd and in an eastbound direction at Ridge Rd just east of Little Rd.  These will be used for evacuation purposes.  
As of Monday, March 23rd there were 4 fatality crashes in Pasco County for the month, making the year to date total 19. The total number of fatalities in Pasco for 2008 was 89.  
The Sheriff’s Office reported 3 DUI arrests from their 3/13 checkpoint. There were no major incidents related to the Chasco Fiesta.  The SO is continuing to use the survey cards to indicate where the last drink was served.   They had 11 DUIs on 3/21.
Jeanette commented on the Battle of the Belts. Ten local high schools participated in the Battle to increase safety belt usage. They are hoping to get coverage on Bright House networks about the Battle of the Belts. State Farm Insurance gave $5,000 for the awards.

Anthony Chaumont gave a presentation on the amount of pedestrian crashes on the county road system vs. the state road system and illustrated the overall pedestrian crash problem.  
Anthony advised that in the near future DHSMV will provide all long form and short form traffic crash reports free of charge to local governmental agencies.  
He stated that Tindale & Oliver has 30 users of the Crash Data Management System.   Most of these users don’t know each other.   They hope to begin a dialog between the agencies wherein they can share tips and provide user feedback.  This web forum will allow them to communicate.    Anthony also reported on a RSA enhancement of a safety data analysis and tracking.  You will be able to enter data into CDMS on projects and studies and locations where RSAs have been completed.  The recommendations will also be noted.  You will then perform a before and after analysis to compare and see if the recommendation was beneficial.  
OPEN FORUM:

The primary seat belt law is going before the house and the senate, again. Red light cameras seem to be getting favorable votes from the House. The Booster Seat law is currently held up at the House level. 

One problem area was brought up at Jasmine Boulevard and Hilltop Drive.   Two directions have a stop sign at this intersection.  Bob Reck reported they have studied this location in the past and it did not meet the warrants and was not justified for a 4 way stop.   He said he would look at it again.  
The next CST meeting will be held on Wednesday April 22nd at New Port Richey PD.
Respectfully submitted, 

Jacqueline Bradford

Pasco CTST Secretary
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