Pasco County Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of January 28, 2009

Captain Scott Baker called the meeting to order and welcomed all those members present.   The minutes of the December meeting were approved as submitted.   

Amy Heinzen reported on the upcoming Battle of the Belts contest to be held among the 11 main Pasco County high schools in March.  A packet of information has been sent to each school.  Amy also had a letter that will be used to seek donations for this program.  Winners will be determined by the highest percent of safety belt usage in the pre-count, the highest average count, the best Public Service Announcement developed, and the best campaign based on the best booklet prepared.    She is working through the SADD or Student Government groups at the schools.  The main point of contact is the School Resource Officer.  She is looking for volunteers to help with the counts at the high schools.  The pre-counts should be done the week of February 18th and the post counts taken during the week of March 11th.    They are conducting counts of the drivers of the first 100 cars.   Safe Kids will judge the 500 word written essays.  The Awards Ceremony will be held at the winning schools.  She hopes to get Bright House to reproduce the winning video.  Amy passed around a sign-up sheet for volunteers to help with the counts.  Amy is hoping to receive a $5000 donation from State Farm Insurance for Battle of the Belts.
Amy announced a free helm fit class on 2/25/09 at All Children’s on Rowan Rd from 1:00 -2:30 PM.  On 2/7/09 Safe Kids will host a car seat checkup event at Babies R Us in Wesley Chapel.  On the 2nd Friday of each month, car seats are checked by appointment only at All Children’s Specialty Care Center on Rowan Road.  

Old Business:

A DUI wolf pack was held on New Year’s Eve that resulted in 7 DUI arrests.   They had 16 DUIs in 2007 over the holiday.  New Port Richey PD reported the traffic was lighter and New Year’s Eve was not a weekend night.  The DUI trailer should be ready in a week or so.  They will display it at our next CTST meeting.  

Zephyrhills PD conducted their first ever DUI checkpoint with the help of New Port Richey PD and the Sheriff’s Office.   They pulled every car over into a parking lot at US 301 and 9th Street.  About 250 cars went through the checkpoint.  They had no DUI arrests, but made 7 arrests.  
Jeanette provided a brief recap of the statewide CTST Coalition meeting held in Collier County on January 12th.   The next Coalition meeting will be April 13th in Orlando at AAA Headquarters.  

Mike Bunk reported Shady Hills Road will be repaved and the shoulders widened.  They will take out some of the curves between the Suncoast and SR 52.  They will also add audible pavement markings as this is a high crash area with run off the road type crashes.   

In 2007 a RSA was done at Embassy and Little Road and Quick Kurb was used in this project.  They spent $15,000 -$20,000 on pavement markings and materials to improve the intersection.  The County will be tracking this location for post improvement results.   

Dave Skrelunas reported the speed limit sign at SR 54 near Little Road has been removed.   

New Business:

Jeanette read a note from April Toney who is moving out of state to join her husband.  April’s last day with the Sheriff’s Office will be March 13th.  She hopes to be at our February 25th meeting.   She also had a note from Stacie Morrison with the Sherriff’s Office stating she has been reassigned and will not be able to attend future CTST meetings.  
Scott Baker has been promoted to Captain and has moved to more of the administrative side of the Police Department.
The first pedestrian fatality for 2009 was reported on US 19, north of Main Street.  Eric Jay announced they would be doing some Move Over details the 2nd week of February and plan to start on US 19 and work to other areas.   Bob Reck suggested they put a Move Over message on the variable message signs.
It was also reported that a Judge was throwing out u-turn tickets for Beacon Woods as the No U-Turn sign had not been posted long enough.  

Jeanette gave a brief Power Point presentation on the 402 safety grants.   Concept papers for grants are due in Tallahassee by March 31st to be eligible to receive a safety grant for the next federal fiscal year, beginning October 1st, 2009.   All the forms and information concerning the grants is available on line at www.dot.state.fl.us/safety/HighwaySafetyGrantProgram/hsg/hsgp.htm.

Mike Bunk told Art he would send him photos via email of the parents pick up line at Trinity Oaks that is causing a traffic hazard.   Deer Park Elementary is also having trouble with parents backing up onto Trouble Creek Road.   They will swap the bus and parent loop and try to make more room for them on the school site.   The school is keeping the gate locked and parents are showing up 45 minutes before school lets out for pickup.   Bob Reck said the right of way is posted with No Parking signs and parents are making a real hazard by parking everywhere.  He wanted to call this to enforcement’s attention.   

Dave Skrelunas announced FDOT is currently accepting applications for Safe Routes to School projects for funding through to 2014.   

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanette Rouse
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