Pasco County Community Traffic Safety Team

Meeting Minutes of April 22, 2009

Dave Skrelunas with FDOT opened the meeting in the absence of our Chairperson and Vice chairperson.   The minutes from the March meeting were approved with the following revisions: The RSA schedule was revised from April 27th – April 29th to “April 28th- April 30th”, also project funded for Hudson Ave to address Parkway Blvd was changed to project funded for Hudson Ave.
Old Business:

Problem Identification Discussion/ Follow Up

Trinity Oaks Elementary is still having a problem with traffic overflowing onto Mitchell Rd.  Mike Bunk with Traffic Operations will ask for a status report on the project.   The School Board is attempting to complete the project prior to the end of the school year.

Dave Skrelunas reported that the applications for the Safe Routes to School (SRTS), proposed by Bob Reck at the last meeting, are due on April 30, 2009.  All the new applications will be reviewed and ranked.  These projects are for FY 2012/13 and are dependent upon the reissuance of federal funds.  The Seven Springs Middle School project has the highest priority of the three proposed. This one might be built by the county and reimbursed later by FDOT.  
Jennifer Ledbetter discussed the intersection of Jasmine Blvd and Hilltop Dr.  Jennifer reported the majority of crashes were angled (or correctable) crashes.  There have not been enough correctable collisions to justify a four way stop at the intersection (six over two years). Jennifer will continue to monitor the intersection and look for trends.  
Team Building

Jeanette addressed the possibility of inviting Fire Department and EMS officials to future CTST meetings.

New Business:

Calendar Updates

The Hudson Ave RSA and Parkway Blvd RSA are scheduled for April 28th- 30th:

Tuesday:  Round table discussion of the data for both intersections. The round table will take place at Trouble Creek Project Management Center at 10:00 am


Wednesday:  Field visit to both locations from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm


Thursday:  Review of data from field visits- 10:00 am

Monday, April 27th at 10:00 am the awards ceremony for the Battle of the Belts will be held at the All Children’s Specialty Care of Pasco (4443 Rowan Rd, NPR) 

Click It or Ticket Update

Local Major and Minor League baseball teams are working with Click It or Ticket to promote safety belt usage. Players will appear at Jefferson High School in Hillsborough County to hand out game tickets to students wearing their safety belts as they exit the school parking lot. 
CTST Coalition Update

The statewide CTST coalition meeting was held April 13th at the AAA Headquarters in Heathrow, FL.  Jeanette reported that there were presentations by Oviedo PD, State Safety Office, and Click It or Ticket.

Oviedo Police Department reported when they stop teen drivers, they attempt to contact their parents. If no contact is made with the parents, a postcard is sent to the home address to inform them of the traffic violation. 

FDOT will be replicating Utah’s Don’t Drive Stupid. The program focuses on Teen Driver Safety. 

NASCAR has created a video to promote safe driving on the roadways featuring Andy Pilgrim, Sports Car Racing Champion, and Dale Earnhardt, Jr.   “The Driving Zone” provides essential techniques for new drivers and is presented by the Dale Earnhardt Foundation.  
Jeanette discussed the primary seat belt law, if passed the state would receive $35 million ($1 million for Behavioral and $34 million for Infrastructure).  Jeanette asked supporters of the primary seat belt law to contact Senator Nan Rich (850) 487-5103 or Senate President Jeff Atwater (850) 487-5100.

Open Forum/ Announcements:

Pasco County is looking to model a Pedestrian Safety Action Plan after Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties. City and county buy-in is needed for the project to be successful. The campaign slogan is “Stop and Look” and it focuses on both driver and pedestrian education. 

The first draft of the new long form was discussed. The short and long form Crash Report forms from DHSMV will be combined. The revised long form is designed to collect more specific field data. 

The next CTST meeting will be on Wednesday May 27th at the New Port Richey Police Department.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jacqueline Bradford

Pasco CTST Secretary
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