Hillsborough Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of August 25, 2010
Chairperson Susan Joel welcomed all and introductions were made around the room.  Minutes were accepted with two changes.  On page 1, Engineering Issues, Dennis Filloon was misspelled.  Also, it was left out that we, the Hillsborough CTST, won the CTST of the Year for the third straight year at the recent held Law Enforcement Challenge!
OLD BUSINESS:
DUI Task Team
Sgt. Porter reported during the month of July, there were 206 DUI arrests, three checkpoints, and 17 saturations.  The next checkpoints are scheduled for August 26 and 27.  There will be four checkpoints through the Labor Day weekend.  

Engineering
Dave Skrelunas said on August 16, the NHTSA administrator, David Strickland, held a press conference in downtown Tampa to discuss the pedestrian safety grant.  Good press coverage was received from Bay News 9, Fox Channel 13, and Channel 8.

Safe Kids

The Back to School Bash at the Tampa Convention Center was well attended on August 21 and 22.

There is a meeting on September 16 at FDOT with the SRTS grantees to discuss events planned for Walk to School Day in October.

Battle of the Belts

The committee met with school resource officers coordinators prior to this meeting.  The SRO’s will be the point person at schools coordinating the Battle activities.

State Farm once again has given the event a $7,000 grant.  The battle will take place the week on November 15.
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

Gary Tait said the committee participated in 11 mini-road safety audits at six city schools and five county schools.  The audits took place in July and August.  The group looked at signs, signals, beacons, and markings around schools that may need to be refurbished.  Some circulation issues were reviewed.  Some of the school principals participated.  There will not be any formal reports just notes.  City and County staff went back to implement the changes.  Both agencies are working on the improvements. 

We were also advised of a fence installed in the median at Countryside High School on SR 580/McMullen Booth in Pinellas County.   This is a 4 foot fence raised about 6” off the base with no top rail on the fence.   There is cable installed on the top of the fence to make it harder to cut.  The fence is hunter green in color and does not provide any sight obstruction.   The fence was installed to prohibit the high school students from crossing this section of the roadway.  

NEW BUSINESS:

Collabria

Marc Moore has been in Tampa for 30 years.  He was a former fighter pilot at MacDill.  In 1995, Collabria, who provides secure interoperable communications, started implementing wireless networks across the country.  A problem was discovered – the lack of communication abilities between agencies when major events occur.  All agencies work off of independent systems.  

Collabria developed a system to address this problem.  Their application combines five communications tools, runs off a flash drive, loads in two minutes, and is functioning in two more minutes.  It provides video text, email, multi-line phone calls, and file transfers--all of which are logged.  Application crosses over all the different agency firewalls.  Has the capability to send to cell phones if they have the software.  They are working on an iPad application.  The cost is $100.00 per user per year.  
Current clients include Pasco County Sheriff’s Office, Zephyrhills, and Miami-Dade County.
The Mark Wandall Foundation

Melissa Wandall shared her story with the group.  In 2003, when she was nine months pregnant, her husband and brother’s vehicle was hit by a driver who ran a red light at 50 mph.  Mark was killed instantly and her brother was seriously injured.  Nine people were involved in the crash and five county emergency response teams responded.  The driver had seven violations and 10 points on her license and had her 5 year old in the car with her.  She received a $500 fine, community service, and six month suspension of her license.  One of her previous infraction was a ticket for running a red light.  Melissa’s daughter was born two weeks later.  
Melissa began the Safety Saves Lives campaign to make a difference.  Every November is a golf tournament to celebrate Mark’s life.  Melissa asked herself, “How do you curb the behavior?”  Five years ago she started pushing for red light cameras.  It almost passed in 2009, but a common law couldn’t be found between Senate and House.  On May 13, 2010 the Mark Wandall Safety Law was created.  The fines go back to local agencies and state trust fund, trauma centers, and spinal cord center in Miami.  Ron Reagan, Senator Bennett, and Andy Gardner were huge supporters in Tallahassee.
In Bradenton, there were 103 red light runners per day.  With the cameras, that has dropped to 3-4 per day.

Melissa thanked all the officers in the room for all that they do in keeping our roads safe.

Local Red Light Camera Update – The County has six cameras in operation.  The Court appeals on held on Mondays.  On August 23, there were 119 appeals.  The
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s website has the top ten violations posted every six weeks or so.  Future installations are on hold until the state law can be ironed out.  Right turns are included – faster than 15 mph is fined.  The cameras/video captures the speed.

The City of Tampa has no cameras but some are in the works.
Julie Bond – CUTR – Walk Wise Tampa Bay
 www.walkwisetampabay.com 

Goal – 15 minute presentation to 400 organizations over the next year.  This is a grassroots effort.  Referral cards were handed out to the audience to be distributed to potential organizations – churches, neighborhood groups, organizations, offices, companies, etc.  The presentations are geared towards adults.  The participants take a pledge and become a Walk Wise Ambassador with their names posted on the website.  They have a Facebook page.  Julie will be presenting this concept at the ProWalk/ ProBike National Conference.
OPEN FORUM / ANNOUNCEMENTS
· City of Temple Terrace Community Development Department has developed a bike route map for the city streets.

· Motorcycle Safety course is required for all new motorcycle licenses.
· Recipes for the Road can be submitted online this year at www.d7CTST.org.  Previous recipe providers will be getting a reminder postcard in the mail.   

· 18% of high school students have attended school drunk or high at least once in the past year.  A new beverage is being sold, an alcohol energy drink, which is equal to four beers in alcohol content and costs approximately $2.50.  The Pinellas County crash that killed a father and his three sons involved a young man at fault, who had liquor, pot, and alcohol energy drink in his system. 
Calendar of Events

Next Meetings – 
September 22, 2010




October 27, 2010
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HNTB Corp




402-4156

Carlos Martes
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Hillsborough Co Public Works

307-1871

Greg Weekes


Tampa Police Department


276-3332

Robert Williams

Hillsborough Co Sheriff’s Office
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