Hillsborough Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of June 23, 2010
Chairperson Susan Joel welcomed all and introductions were made around the room.  Minutes were accepted with two changes.  On page 3, the campaign is “Flip Cup/Flip Car”.  Also on page 3, the pavement is uneven on I-75, not I-275 at Bruce B. Downs Boulevard.
OLD BUSINESS:
DUI Task Team
During the month of May, there were 229 DUI arrests, one checkpoint, and 13 saturations.  Year to date through June 8, 2010, there have been 2,374 DUI arrests compared to 2,509 in 2009.  The next checkpoint is scheduled for June 25.  DUI presentations have been held with the Buccaneers rookie and second year players.  In addition, two hour DUI presentations have been held at Strawberry Crest High School and Freedom High School during summer school driver’s education classes.  Summer presentations are planned for Chamberlin High School and Sickles High School.  During the school year, the presentation last an entire day and the BAT mobile is included.
Engineering
On August 9 and 10, the NHTSA administrator, David Strickland, will visit the FDOT District office to discuss the pedestrian safety grant.  Contracts with nine of the 10 law enforcement agencies have been completed.  Pasco County Sheriff’s Office has opted out of the grant.

A 15-year old King High School student was involved in a hit and run crash while walking with his family around midnight.  Specific details were not available.

Statewide, fatal crashes are 5.8 percent below last year.  District Seven is 13.7 percent below last year.  Hillsborough County has two more fatalities than last year, 59 verses 57.

The Grassroots Pedestrian Safety presentations discussed several months ago will be coordinated by Julie Bond with CUTR at USF.
Safe Kids

Bevin Maynard reported that during the 2009/10 school year 22 schools and over 12,000 students received special safety instruction through the various grant programs offered by FDOT.  In Pasco and Pinellas Counties, All Children’s Hospital provides the Safe Routes to School bike/pedestrian programs.  In Hillsborough County, CUTR, More Health, and All Children’s Hospital provide Safe Routes to School safety education to the schools.
The School District is planning on hiring two part-time safety coordinators to work at four elementary schools on issues involving bike, pedestrian, and water safety.
On August 18, Safe Kids will be providing training to PE teachers during their in-service training day.  There will be three more trainings during the year and they usually train about 25 coaches each time.  
Jason Jackman with CUTR reported that they will be working with 14 schools during the upcoming school year on the walking school bus and bike pool programs.  New schools include Greco Middle, Sulphur Springs Elementary, Whittier Elementary, 
Robles Elementary, and Sheehy Elementary.
Battle of the Belts

Susan Joel reported that a new approach to increase school participation is being implemented.  The committee is targeting the school resource offices (SROs) to work with student governments to increase participation.  There will be a meeting next month at 8:30 AM prior to the regular CTST meeting to discuss strategy.  The SRO coordinators with the Sheriff’s office and the City Police Department will be invited to attend.

The before and after seat belt counts were conducted by State Farm last year.  Susan is not sure if they will do it again this year.

There is a countywide Student Government meeting in July.  The committee hopes to make a presentation during the event.

Bevin reported the results of some focus groups conducted by Safe Kids last year.  The main topic was how to get more young drivers and passengers to wear their seatbelts.  The students said that the campaign needs to be year round not just one week.  Also, more enforcement is needed to make a behavior change.

Jeanette Rouse mentioned that in Pasco County, any student wanting a parking pass must attend a two day workshop during the summer. 

Distracted driving will be added as an element to next year’s campaign.

A comment was made that students may be removing their seat belts once off campus.  The committee may decide to conduct additional seatbelt surveys downstream of the school exit at a few of the high schools where the participation is high.
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

The sub committee is finalizing the report of their findings for 131st Avenue from 22nd Street to Bruce B. Downs Boulevard.
NEW BUSINESS:

No new business
OPEN FORUM / ANNOUNCEMENTS
· The Walk Like MADD event was very successful.  Over $35,000 was raised for the local chapter. Several local bands performed including a 10-year old boy whose mother was killed by a drunk
driver.

· Tampa Alcohol Coalition reported the following: 
· The Flip Cup/Flip Car ads will be installed at the Dallas Bull in both the men’s and women’s restrooms.  There are two other ads being used, a  “GPA with a DUI won’t get you the job” and “flush your $10,000 here” over the urinal ad.   The ads will be up for six months.  

· The target audience is 18 – 27 year old males.  There is a 3:1 male to female arrest ratio.  

· All ads include safe ride home information with Yellow Cab and United Cab.  

· The grant runs out on June 30, 2010.  The coalition is looking for local sponsorship.

· Check out their website at www.dontbethatduiguy.com
· Legislative Update
· Bicyclists must remain in a bike lane if available.  If not available, travel as far to the right as possible.  Bicyclists are not allowed on sidewalks by existing law.
· Susan Boda will try to get a CTST Coalition speaker to present at one of our meetings regarding the meaning behind some of these new laws.

· Laura Hallam with Florida Bike Association was suggested as a possible guest speaker.

· Our CTST is a finalist for CTST of the year again.  We are going for a three-peat.  The announcement will be made on July 9th in Orlando.  The Hillsborough Sherriff’s Office is also a finalist in the enforcement category.

· Officer Timmer shared a personal story with the team.  Her brother and his two kids (10 and 8 years old) were travelling 60 mph on US 41 in dense fog.  A loaded dump truck pulled out in front of them.  All three had seat belts on.  The driver had nine surgeries in 12 days and still recovering.  The kids were basically unharmed.  Seat belts saved their lives.

Calendar of Events

July 12 – CTST Coalition Meeting, 10 AM, web conference at FDOT District 7
Next CTST Meetings – July 28, 2010
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