Hillsborough Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of March 24, 2010
Chairperson Susan Joel welcomed all and introductions were made around the room.  Minutes were accepted as submitted with a notation that the HART bus service was free within a certain areas or zones.  
OLD BUSINESS:
DUI Task Team
In February, there were 195 DUI arrests, one checkpoint, and 13 saturations.  As of March 24th, there were three checkpoints and 16 saturations in March.  Year to date, there have been 588 DUI arrests reported by Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office.  DUI deaths and crashes are down from last year.

Engineering
Peter Hsu reported that in 2009, Hillsborough County experienced a reduction in fatalities.  During the first 2½ months of 2010, there have been 34 fatalities versus 19 at this same time in 2009.  Twelve of the 34 were pedestrians and four were bicyclists.  A majority were on Hillsborough Avenue and Dale Mabry Highway.
FDOT is hosting a two-hour presentation on the recent changes to the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) on April 7 and 8.  There will be two presentations on each day, 9:00–11:00 AM and 1:30–3:30 PM in the FDOT auditorium. PDHs will be available for professional engineers.
Safe Kids

Jason Jackman reported that CUTR sponsored a Walk and Bike to School event at Turner Elementary in Live Oak Subdivision.  There were approximately 250 walkers.  The USF Bike Club helped with the event.
Safe Kids hosted Walk ‘n Roll events at the following schools: Knights Elementary, Ruskin Elementary, Deer Park Elementary, and Oak Park Elementary.
Battle of the Belts

No report was given.
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

Gary Tait reminded us that the sub-committee meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  The second location to be reviewed is 131st Avenue from 22nd Street to Bruce B. Downs Boulevard.  The field review is scheduled for April 13 at 10:00AM, meeting at the University Baptist Church on 131st Avenue. 

The first location reviewed was 15th Street from Fowler south past Shaw Elementary and a local park.  Some of the issues discovered included sidewalk on the opposite side from houses, lack of lighting, thick vegetation along sidewalk, inadequate access to bus stops, magazine rack within the turn radius, and broken/missing sidewalk.

NEW BUSINESS:

Hillsborough County Pedestrian Safety Action Plan Executive Summary – Jeanette Rouse, FDOT
The FDOT has made this presentation to the MPO and various MPO committees.

What is a Pedestrian Safety Action Plan – involves the 4 E’s, takes a business approach
How – define your goals and objectives and analyze baseline and develop strategies
Why – 
Florida – 2.94 pedestrian crashes per 100,000 population vs. Nation 1.57.  Also, the Mean Street Report Danger Index ranks Orlando at 221.5 and Tampa at 205.5 based on walking to work.
Countywide – pedestrian account for 20% of all fatalities, 600 crashes per year, 57% occur in the City and 43% in County.
High Crash Corridors include Hillsborough Avenue, Waters Avenue, the USF area, and Brandon.
Roadway types where pedestrian crashes are occurring


Major roadways and parking lots account for 57% of all pedestrian crashes


74% are pedestrians crossing the major roads


62% at unsignalized intersections



38% at signalized intersection



26% involved pedestrians walking along the major roadway.
Age and sex – Adult men are the problem – 19-55 years old.
Lighting – 40% occur under dark, dawn, or dusk conditions.

Alcohol and drugs - 25% of fatal or incapacitating injuries vs. 37% national average

Ongoing pedestrian initiatives include the following:

· Countdown pedestrian signals
· Safe Routes to School

· Nebraska “Diet Plan” – low volume, high transit use, high bike/pedestrian use, redesigned from a 4-lane roadway to a 2-lane roadway with bike lanes and stamped x-walk
· Stop & Look educational campaign
· Fletcher Avenue Pedestrian Safety project
· CTST sub-committee
· NHTSA $431,000 grant plus $300,000 from the FDOT District funds for enforcement and education; indoor ads in restrooms, buses, grass roots efforts – go into neighborhoods, senior centers, churches, homeless shelters, etc.
· Training - Transit and Pedestrian Safety, Pedestrian Road Safety Audits, Traffic Engineering for law enforcement, and 2009 MUTCD changes workshop
Action Plan

· Infrastructure – lighting, markings
· Behavior – Stop for pedestrians
· Land Use/Planning – foster long term pedestrian improvements through land use strategies
· Coordination and Funding – 4 Es activities with full support of elected and appointed leaders

Core Strategies
· Improve major roadway crossings – signalized road-block
· Transit infrastructure

Next Steps – MPO Committee (March), MPO Board for approval (April 6th), 20,000 reflective backpacks to be purchased for public awareness
OPEN FORUM / ANNOUNCEMENTS
· The Sheriff’s office received a grant for bike safety

· Hillsborough County school board is reviewing their policy on courtesy bussing and discussing eliminating it in the future.

· There is a proposed House bill that changes the current definition of the walk to school distance.  It is currently two miles for K through 6th grade.  The proposal is for two miles for K through 5th grade and three miles for 6th through 12th grade.  This will have a significant impact on current bussing practices and courtesy bussing. 

· Red Light Running 

· hearings being held at County

· two infrastructures  have been thrown out

· one infraction a different driver came forward and was ticketed

· There is a proposed House Bill for camera speed enforcement in school zones

· County kicking off School Safety Circulation  & Access Committee at 22 schools

· 60% plans submitted

· 11 summer 2010

· 11 summer 2011

Calendar of Events

No calendar updates
Next Meetings – 
April 28, 2010
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