Hillsborough Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of September 23, 2009
Chairperson Susan Joel called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and introductions were made around the room.  The meeting minutes for August 26, 2009 were accepted as submitted.
OLD BUSINESS:
DUI Task Team
There were three checkpoints and 12 saturations in August resulting in 242 arrests.  There have been 2 checkpoints in September.  One more is scheduled in Wimauma.
As of September 16, 2009, there have been 4,174 DUI arrests, with 2,664 tested and 1,510 refused.  This number is higher than last year.

Engineering
Dave Skrelunas reported that the median modification at Fowler east of 56th at 58th Street to prohibit left-turns out has been completed.
FDOT District Seven was one of four agencies in the country to receive a NTSA grant.  The grant is for education and enforcement in Hillsborough and Pinellas Counties and totals $431,000 over two years.  Dave will travel to Washington, DC in October to present our program.
Safe Routes to School – the designs are proceeding.  The sidewalk for Mary Bryant Elementary on Nine Eagles Road has become controversial.  There is a meeting at the school scheduled for September 29, 2009 at 6:30 PM to discuss this issue.

Safe Kids

International Walk to School Day is October 7.  Bevin Maynard will be on Channel 10 that morning at 10:00 AM to promote the Walking School Bus concept along with the Stop and Look Campaign.  SafeKids is working with Clark Elementary and Lowry Elementary schools and will be handing out reflective Halloween bags again this year through a grant that they received.  

Jason Jackman reported nine schools are participating with CUTR on Walk to School Day to kickoff the walking school bus concept.   Jason answered a question about what is a walking school bus and he explained the concept as parents at the front and back of the “bus” accompanying students walking to school, stopping along the route to pick up more students.   
Gary Tait mentioned an article in the Publix magazine on healthy options including walking to school and promoted a walking school bus.  

Battle of the Belts

Susan Joel reported that there will be Kick-off meeting just for Battle of the Belts on November 2.  It is tentatively scheduled at a high school in Plant City @ 9:00 AM.  Susan is looking for names of victims that she could contact for the dedication.  The awards presentation will be in January.  State Farm is the primary sponsor with a $10,000 donation.  They will also be conducting all before/after observations.  Susan Boda is trying to get Tony Dungy to be a spokesperson for the campaign.  Lewis Brinson, Assistant Superintendent for Administration, committed that all high schools will participate.  A new category has been proposed - Biggest Loser – for the low usage rate schools.  Tonya is following up with other sponsors.  The Marchetti Foundation is supporting the program again this year.
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

Gary Tait reported that the committee has met four times.  The meetings are held once a month for one hour at different locations within the study area.  The next meeting will be October 13 prior to the Mock Crash at King High School at 10:00 AM.  So far the committee has identified pedestrian generators within the boundaries and Tindale-Oliver provided crash data in the area.  Some locations in Temple Terrace don’t have countdown pedestrian signals.  FDOT will provide the equipment for free and Hillsborough County would install them for the City.  One example is 56th Street at Fletcher Avenue which does not have pedestrian features.
On November 18, Gary will be participating in the Great American Teach-In at Mort Elementary and Muller Elementary.
NEW BUSINESS:
Hillsborough County Transportation – Ned Baier
Susan invited Ned Baier, Transportation Planning Manager for Hillsborough County, to give a brief presentation to the group.  The County is studying Fletcher Avenue from I-275 to I-75.  Most of the roadway is built out.  The study is to determine what can be done to make it better.

The County is creating a multi-modal transportation district with the MPO.  The purpose is to develop a more detailed pedestrian, bicycle, and transit plan, which will provide a guide for spending funds.

Current projects in the area of the pedestrian committee include the widening of 22nd Street from Bearss Avenue to Fletcher Avenue to a three lane, divided streetscape.  The section from Fletcher Avenue to the University Mall is not yet funded.

The Long Range Transportation Plan is to be adopted in November.  The emphasis is on bus transit and light rail.  This rail line would run from Ybor up the CSX tracks near Fowler – 30th Street near USF campus to Bearss. There may be a referendum for a one cent sales tax on the November 2010 ballot to fund the Plan.

CTST Statewide Coalition Meeting – September 21 
Jeanette Rouse summarized some of the events at the meeting.  Seminole County has a Worst is First campaign, where the focus is on the worst crash locations in the County.  In addition, the MPO provides $86,000 per year for three years to the Driver’s Education program.
As a result of passing the Seat Belt Primary Law, Florida received $38 million ($35 million plus $3 million rollover from other states).  During the June seat belt observation study, Hillsborough was at 78.6%.
The FDOT has a Strategic Highway Safety Plan tracking website.  The Safety Office is requesting that all agencies log all safety tracking activities on their website: www.dot.state.fl.us/safetytracking 
Open Forum / Announcements
There were no announcements.
Calendar of Events

September 24 – MOSI open house about Light Rail

October 6 – Bike Commuter Safety Training
October 7 – International Walk to School Day 
October 11 – Bike Bash by the Bay – Pinellas County

October 13 – 10:00 AM- King HS- Mock Crash

October 31 – 3rd Annual Ride of Ron – donations to MADD 1:00 PM @ USF

Recipes for the Road – deadline for submission of recipes is September 30th; 20,000 books will be printed.  This year’s booklet includes letters from victims of DUI and recipes for holidays throughout the entire year.

Other

· US 41 shoulders in Lutz were recently cleaned – 5 foot shoulder is usable again

· Kennedy Blvd marked crosswalk, no signs – FDOT will look into why pavement markings have not been eradicated 
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