Hillsborough Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of October 28, 2009
Vice-Chairperson Gary Tait called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and introductions were made around the room.  Gary thanked all four traffic corporals for taking time to attend the meeting.  The meeting minutes for September 23, 2009 were accepted as submitted.
OLD BUSINESS:
DUI Task Team
There were two checkpoints and 12 saturations in September resulting in 132 DUI arrests.  There are two checkpoints and 12 saturations scheduled for November.  The calendar is posted on the Sheriff’s website.   

Engineering
Dave went to DC for NHTSA pedestrian grant presentation.  FDOT was one of four states selected from across the country.  Dave’s presentation was well received. 

Mike Flick, former FDOT employee, now works with Hillsborough County and is working on safety improvements.
Safe Routes to School – the designs are proceeding.  The sidewalk for Mary Bryant Elementary on Nine Eagles Road has become controversial.  The County plans to request a commitment from school board to retain courtesy bussing before proceeding with the sidewalk construction.

Safe Kids

CUTR will be working with the following schools this year to encourage walking school buses and bike pools- Tampa Palms, Mort, Chiles, Lewis, Shaw, Kimbell (November 6), Maniscalco, Hunter’s Green (November 10), and Turner.
With Safe Kids during International Walk to School Day, Lowry Elementary had over 400 kids participate.  Bevin and her daughter will be on Channel 10 at 5 PM on October 30 to talk about safe costumes for Halloween.  Fox 13 will have a segment on Halloween safety on October 29.
STOP and Look Campaign
Campaign is still on-going.  Ped Man has been very busy promoting Halloween safety.  
Gary mentioned that the campaign yard signs don’t match the billboards.

Battle of the Belts

The Kick-off event was held on October 24 at MUVICO in Ybor.  There were student representatives from ten of the 27 area high schools.  All participants were entered in a drawing for tickets to the Next Big Thing concert.  There will be a press conference November 2 at 9:00 AM at Plant City High School.  The campaign will take place the week of November 16-20.  State Farm has been conducting the before seat belt usage surveys.

NEW BUSINESS:
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan Subcommittee Report – Gary Tait
Gary introduced all the team members and the study area that the sub-committee has selected (the USF area).  Based on a review of the crashes and a field review, 131st Street is major concern.  Temple Terrace lacks countdown signals.  A public meeting was held.  Several citizens are concerned about the intersection of Fletcher Avenue and 56th Street.  It is not pedestrian friendly – no pedestrian signals.  HART has planned a bus rapid transit route along Fletcher Avenue.  A part of this project includes improvements to the intersection by 2010.  The BRT route will include more service and pedestrian features at intersection.  

The crash data also indicates that the target population is a white male between 41 and 55 years old.  This group represents the highest number of fatalities.  The sub-committee plans on developing educational materials to be distributed throughout the study area.  

Gary also encouraged everyone to volunteer to participate in the Great American Teach in on November 18th.  He said that schools are desperate to have volunteers come, so if you’re interested, please call the school closest to you and volunteer.

OPEN FORUM / ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Steinbrenner High School opened this year on Lutz Lake Fern Road.  The Sheriff’s Office is giving out tickets to motorists for blocking intersections.  Lutz Lake Fern Road is being widened.  Construction is starting now.  The maintenance of traffic will add a westbound lane which will be used as a right-turn lane into the school during construction.
· Marion Scorza shared that Bay News 9 used live feeds from FDOT’s cameras this morning.  Alisha Roberts gave FDOT the credit for using their cameras.
· Ezra Folsom announced that the Florida Trucking Association is starting something new this year…Driver Appreciation Day.  On November 5th they will be handing out hot dogs at weigh stations.
· Jeanette announced that Larry Coggins is the new Law Enforcement Liaison in FDOT District 1 and will cover Hillsborough and Pinellas Counties in District 7.
Calendar of Events

October 31 – 3rd Annual Ride of Ron – donations to MADD 1:00 PM @ USF

November 2 – Battle of the Belts Kick-off Event at Plant City High School at 9:00 AM

November 16-20 – Battle of the Belts Campaign at Hillsborough Co high schools
November 18 – Great American Teach-in
Next Meetings – 
December 2, 2009 – Recipes for the Road punch will be served
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