
Hillsborough Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of March 25, 2009
Vice Chairperson Gary Tait called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and introductions were made around the room.  The meeting minutes for February 25, 2009 were accepted as submitted.
OLD BUSINESS:
DUI Task Team Report: 
Year to date (as of 3/9/09), there have been 1,140 DUI arrests.  There were three checkpoints and 10 saturations in February with 229 DUI arrests.  There were three checkpoints and 12 saturations in March.  There are two checkpoints and 11 saturations planned for April.
Engineering Issues Update:
Hillsborough County is proceeding with their Pedestrian Safety Action Plan.  ICON Engineering is working with City of Tampa to fill in missing sidewalk gaps.  The applications for speed feedback signs through the Safe Routes to School program have received approval.  Notices will be sent out to the applicants by the end of week.  FDOT District Seven Traffic Operations Safety Office received the Davis Productivity Award for their work in providing speed feedback signs and solar flashers to over 100 schools.
Safe Kids Walk This Way Pedestrian Safety Task Force Report:

SafeKids has worked with seven schools so far this year, contacting over 5000 kids.  They still have three more schools to work with this school year.  They conducted assemblies, rodeos, Walk-to-School events.  SafeKids received donations to purchase more scooters for give aways.  SafeKids is submitting an application to the Safe Routes to School program to work with 15 schools per year for the next two school years.  They are also applying for the Teen Driver program.  This is a year round program that builds off of the Battle of the Belts.  It is a teen-led program.

Jason Jackman with CUTR completed Florida Bike to School Month at four schools under a Safe Routes to School Program.
Ped Safety Action Plan

Gary Tait is chairing a sub-committee within the CTST.  The team is growing and Gary said he was pleased with the cooperation.  The target pedestrian area is bordered by: Bearss Avenue, Nebraska Avenue, 56th Street, and Busch Boulevard.  Anyone interested in joining the sub-committee should contact Gary.
CTST Coalition Meeting

The January 12 meeting in Naples was attended by approximately 60 people.  Susan Boda thanked those that made the long trip for attending.  The next meeting will be held April 13, 2009 in Orlando.  

Battle of the Belts

Susan Joel is in Michigan promoting the program.  Pasco County just finished their campaign with 10 of their 11 high schools competing.  All counties in the District are now participating.
NEW BUSINESS:
Hillsborough County Transportation Projects
Charles White with Hillsborough County Public Works discussed some of the major developments within the County still to be built.  Mr. White works in the Transportation Review section reviewing site plans, Developments of Regional Impact (DRIs), and rezoning.  When looking at transportation impacts of a proposed development, the following items are of concern:
1. capacity – maintain adopted level of service (LOS)/what improvements required to maintain LOS

2. operation – turn lanes, signals

3. safety (design) – access into/out, number of driveways, spacing, cross access, turn lane length, parking, pedestrian access, handicapped access, 

The roadways to be analyzed fall within the area of influence, which is determined by the number of trips that will be generated by the project.  At a minimum, all roads within a ¼ mile radius are analyzed.  Vested trips, trips from projects that have been approved but not built, must be included in the analysis of all new projects within the same area of influence.
Mr. White discussed the following major projects in the County:

South County - US 41 @ 19th St – three developments at the same time.  Some across access agreements.  Coordination between all players is difficult.
Big Bend – South County – three major DRIs

· 232,000 new trips
· entire new network of roadway to relieve US 41

· widen Big Bend

· overpass to US 301

· trail system to be included, with a pedestrian overpass over Big Bend

Lake Hutto Development – near Fish Hawk
· 33,700 trips
· widening Boyette north of Fish Hawk, Fish Hawk, and Lithia Pinecrest
Harvest Creek/Magnolia Park – mixed use project at Bloomingdale/Falkenburg/I-75 area
· 32,000 trips

· widen Bloomingdale
· intersection improvements

Gibsonton Drive @ I-75 – one project the to west, one to east

· add westbound lane on Gibsonton
·  improve I-75 southbound off-ramp

· two new signals
· add various intersection turn lanes

Estuary – mixed use, Selmon @ I-75 west-side of I-75 across from Brandon mall

· 26,000 trips

· not approved yet

US 301 @ Pasco County Line – 9,222 trips

· similar develop on Pasco side

· no review on impacts to Hillsborough

Hillsborough County has reviewed 600 projects per year for the past two years.
Open Forum / Announcements
Susan Boda is putting together the team’s application for CTST of the Year.  Please submit any great projects to her by March 31st.   This year’s application is dedicated to the Marchetti Foundation.

Gary Tait will be attending Pinellas STEPs meeting to discuss standardizing school zones.  Hillsborough County will have the same treatment at all schools in the County by the end of summer.  Pinellas County is interested in Hillsborough’s program.

Jeanette Rouse provided an update (March 23) regarding the status of several bills in Tallahassee.  The Seat Belt Law is moving through committees in both houses.  Red Light Cameras appear to have positive momentum.  Booster seats, cell phone hands-free, teen driver restrictions, and increased DUI penalties are not looking favorable for passage this year.
SRTS Sidewalk Applications for Team Approval:
· Hesperides from Henry Ave to Elm – Pierce Middle School and Alexander Elementary

· Cacao Drive from Flamingo to Rec Center – for Apollo Beach Elementary

· Brooker Road for Burns Middle School in the Brandon area 

· Round Pond Road from Forest Hills to Rome – Lake Magdalene Elementary

The Team voted to support all these applications for SRTS funding.

Gary Tait wanted to recognize that all four HCSO Traffic corporals were in attendance at today’s meeting.

Calendar of Events

March 29 –FL Independent Towing Association, Move Over Law Kick-off at the Fairgrounds at 11:30 AM

March 29 - LifeSavers Conference- Nashville, Tennessee, Susan Boda attending

April 13 – State CTST Coalition Meeting – Heathrow AAA Headquarters

May 16 – Walk Like MADD, Lowry Park Zoo, 7:30 AM 

March 26 - Mock Crash at Armwood High School, 9:30 AM

April 3, Mock Crash at Gaither High School, 10:00 AM

Next Meetings – 
April 22, 2009



May 27, 2009

Respectfully submitted,

Vicki Castro, Vanus
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