Hillsborough Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of January 28, 2009
Chairperson Susan Joel called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and introductions were made around the room.  The meeting minutes for December 3, 2008 were accepted as submitted by Helen Justice.  Thank you to Helen for filling in as secretary.
OLD BUSINESS:
DUI Task Team Report: 
For 2008, there were 5,910 DUI arrests.  This represents an 11 percent decrease from 2007.  The month of December recorded 221 DUI arrests.  There were 3 checkpoints and 12 saturation patrols.  There were 4 planned checkpoints in January.  There are four checkpoints and 4 saturations planned for February.
Engineering Issues Update:
There will be a Pedestrian Safety Action Plan workshop on February 17 – 19, 2009.
Fatalities Update – District Seven had a 2.7 percent reduction in the number of fatalities in 2008 verses 2007.  The state saw a 6.3 percent reduction.  Hillsborough County basically stayed even with 179 in 2007 and 177 in 2008.  Pasco County saw the largest decrease in the district, 96 to 88.  Most of the reduction was in pedestrian and bike fatalities.   This was due, in part, to the improvements made along US 19.
Safe Kids Walk This Way Pedestrian Safety Task Force Report:

No report.
CTST Coalition Meeting

The January 12 meeting in Naples was attended by approximately 60 people.  Susan Boda thanked those that made the long trip for attending.  The next meeting will be held April 13, 2009 in the Orlando area from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM.
Battle of the Belts

Freedom High School was the overall winner for the 2008 campaign.  Eight out of the 25 high schools officially submitted applications.  There were more that participated but did not submit.  Sheriff Gee and his son, Weston, were the guests speakers at the awards ceremony held at Freedom High School.  Approximately 100 kids were in attendance, in addition to significant media coverage.  
The committee is forming a focus group to determine how to increase the participation among the high schools.
There was money leftover which is being used for publicity for next year’s campaign.

NEW BUSINESS:
DUI Counterattack – Helen Justice
Helen gave a detailed presentation about DUI Counterattack.  The following is a brief summary.  DUI Counterattack is the only designated DUI program for Hillsborough County.  It is a private, non-profit organization that has been in operation since 1971.  It is completely funded by user fees, which are set by the state.  They report to DHSMV under the Board of Driver’s Licenses.  Some of the programs that they offer are:  DUI Offender Education – Level 1 and 2, Ignition Interlock Device monitoring, clinical assessment & referral, multiple offender case monitoring, treatment agency monitoring, special supervision services program (special use driver’s license), and first-time driver’s license course.   These courses are all offered on weekdays, weekends in English and Spanish at three different locations throughout Hillsborough County – Tampa, Brandon and Plant City.
Statewide, in the DUI Offender education program, 62 percent of the Level 1 participants and 99 percent of the Level 2 participants are required to seek further treatment.

Effective October 1, 2008, the court system was able to require DUI offenders to install an ignition interlock device (IID) in their vehicle, at the offender’s expense.  The IID system requires breath testing to start the vehicle and a rolling retest while the vehicle is running.  The data is collected through a web-based monitoring system.  If there is a violation (2 tests above 0.05, refusal to submit, retest above 0.05, or evidence of tampering), the offender must submit to more evaluations.  After a third violation, the IID period is extended by one month.  Anyone can have an IID installed in their vehicle.  Some parents are having them installed in their children’s vehicles.

DUI Counterattack also provides Training for Intervention Procedures (TIPS) to servers, sellers and consumers regarding the effects of alcohol.
More information is available at www.drivesafetampa.org.

402 Grants – How to Apply – Jeanette Rouse
There are 11 safety priority areas identified by the FDOT.  Not-for-profit organizations can develop programs to address one or more of the priority areas and apply for grant funding.  Concept papers are due March 31, 2009.  The concept paper must include a problem statement, proposed solution, objectives, and budget.  Funding is for the federal fiscal year, October 1 – September 30.  Agencies must have the budgeted amount available since the grant is a reimbursement program.  The programs are intended to become self-sufficient after three years.  Detailed information is available at: 

www.dot.state.fl.us/safety/HighwaySafetyGrantProgram/hspg/hspg.htm.  

Fleet Auto Collision Training Services (FACTS) – Becky Kip and Bob Hagen

The Teen Driver’s Challenge has become a statewide program for teaching collision avoidance techniques to teen drivers.  Due to its success, the program is being expanded to companies with fleets.  Motor crashes are the #1 cause of work-related injuries with the average cost of $74,000 to the employer and damage awards of over $1,000,000.  Ninety percent of the crashes are human error.  This program brings Accident Avoidance Counselors, all with a minimum of 10 years experience as law enforcement officers, to a company to train their employees.  A partial curriculum includes, shuffle steering, turning, braking and backing, plus aggressive driving, reading the road and safe driving tips.
More information is available at www.facts-fl.com. 

Open Forum / Announcements
March is Bike to School Month.  CUTR is currently working with Lewis, Chiles and Hunter’s Green elementary schools, in addition to the Walk n’ Roll Wednesdays under a Safe Routes to School project.
Motor Carrier Compliance has conducted 13 No Zone Presentations at 13 high schools to approximately 2,800 high school students.

Allan Snel, with the Southwest Florida Bicycle United Dealers, discussed several cycling issues with the group.  
1. The Gandy Bridge Friendship trail is being closed.  He is requesting that when that is done, signs be posted on the approaches to the motor vehicle bridge that pedestrians and bicyclists will be on the shoulders.  He also requested that the shoulders be made safer for pedestrians and bicyclists.  
2. Hillsborough Avenue at Nebraska Avenue – there are large gaps between the concrete slabs.  These slabs are quite dangerous for cyclists to ride across.

3. He has requested that the Expressway Authority allow cyclists on the upper deck of the Selmon Expressway on Sunday mornings (7 AM to 10 AM).  This would involve closing the upper deck to vehicles during this time.

Calendar of Events

No calendar items were presented.
Next Meetings – 
February 25, 2009



March 25, 2009

Respectfully submitted,

Vicki Castro, Vanus
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