
Hillsborough Community Traffic Safety Team
Meeting Minutes of April 22, 2009
Chairperson Susan Joel called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and introductions were made around the room.  Susan thanked Gary Tait for filling in for her at last month’s meeting.  The meeting minutes for March 25, 2009 were accepted as submitted.
OLD BUSINESS:
DUI Task Team
There were three checkpoints (6 arrests) and 13 saturations in April with 180 DUI arrests.  
Engineering
Dave Skrelunas mentioned that the FDOT has prioritized the next round of funding for Safe Routes to School.  They are still waiting on Federal passage of bill before finalizing the plan.

As part of the Pedestrian Action Plan, the next educational campaign will be Stop N’ Look.  It will last for at least 3 months and include TV, Radio, HART, and billboards.

Safe Kids

Bevin mentioned that the Safe Routes to School grant application has been submitted for FY 10-12.  They are finishing up their work with Gulf Trace Elementary School in Pasco.  Shaw Elementary is scheduled for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.  Chiles Elementary is scheduled for May 20-22, with a school assembly scheduled for 4/21/09.
The All About Kids Back to School Bash will be held on August 8-9, 2009 at the Tampa Convention Center.  They hope to give out 800 helmets and conduct surveys.  School starts on August 24th.
Safe Kids World Wide has suffered a 50% funding cut due to the loss of GM sponsorship and 15 staff members have been laid off.  No one in the Tampa Bay area has been laid off.

Battle of the Belts

Citrus County was holding their battle this week with all three high schools.  Pasco County will announce the winners on April 27.  They had great participation with some excellent PSAs, posters and poems being submitted.  Pinellas will start in Fall 2009.  Hernando needs a new champion for the program.  One of the goals is to have all counties compete at the same time.  This will increase the sponsorship possibilities.
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan

The educational component is ready to launch the Stop and Look campaign in Hillsborough and Pinellas Counties.  Gary Tait mentioned the new sub-committee that has been formed.  They still need a representative from Temple Terrace.  Volkert Engineering has been hired by the County to analyze Fletcher Avenue, which is in the target area.  If interested in participating, contact Gary Tait.  Steve Tindale stated we need to reconfirm what’s in the document and make sure all the stakeholders are committed so the plan has substance.  
NEW BUSINESS:
Click It or Ticket Update – Ralph Salvas, State Safety Office
This year’s campaign will be much different than years past.  This year there will be 22 events statewide at various sports facilities, including 13 minor league parks (Clearwater Threshers and Tampa Yankees) and two major league parks (Rays and Marlins).  The campaign will be in May followed by enforcement in June.
Statistically, young African Americans and Hispanic males are the least likely to buckle up.  The new approach to the campaign is to reach this demographic.  Baseball is one avenue available.  The big local event will be May 16 at the Rays home game.  The team will provide: educational space at the game, Vince and Larry, coaches/players to sign autographs and make a high school appearance with law enforcement handing out Ray’s game tickets to those belted.  Another event will be held at Jefferson High School on May 15 with the students getting Rays game tickets for wearing their safety belts as they leave their campus.  The official kick-off will be the weekend of May 14th at the home stand of FSU Seminoles versus Grambling.  They will be giving away baseballs and players cards with autographs available on the last day.  
Seatbelt Laws Update
The primary enforcement bill has made it to the second round of committees.  If passed, the state would receive $35 million for safety initiatives and 124 lives would be saved each year.  The bill has to be signed into law by June 1st.  If not passed, the money will be divided between states that do have primary enforcement.
Grant Applications

Ralph oversees the Occupant Protection and Pedestrian/Bicycle grants.  Applicants should receive a letter of receipt by the end of the week.  During June and July, approval letters will be sent out.  Those approved must then submit a Sub Grant Application with a more detailed budget than the Concept Paper.  Awards will be made by the end of September.
CTST Coalition Meeting – Jeanette

The meeting was held at the AAA Headquarters in Heathrow on April 13th.  The topic was teen drivers.  Some of the highlights included:

· A 30-minute video featuring NASCAR driver Andy Pilgrim was made available.  Renee Napier delivered her presentation she makes to student regarding impaired driving.  Renee’s daughter and her best friend were killed by an impaired driver who is now serving 11 years.  Renee and family members helped in reducing his sentence.  Her goal is to have him with her as she speaks to high school and college students on the dangers of drinking and driving. 
· The Oviedo Police Department presented on a new approach they have taken with teen drivers.  When a teen driver is pulled over, the officer has them call their parents.  The officer then informs the parents of the infraction.  The procedure has been going on for five months.  They have seen a reduction in speeding in their town with this policy.
· The Challenge ceremony will be in July this year.

· FHWA is hosting a 3-day conference of the eight southern states in September.  The 1st day (9/21) will be the statewide coalition meeting.  The remaining two days will be a Road Safety Audit course.

· Elections were held.  Sheryl Bradley is the new chairperson.  Sergio Quevedo remained as the vice chair and Lyndy Moore is the secretary.

· Street Smarts, an EMS presentation, was the last presentation.  They target 14 year olds and up.  They featured a very graphic video shown to high schools.  It is funded currently by Anheuser Busch. 

Lifesaver Conference – Susan Boda & Todd O’Hehir - Nashville, TN

· 1400-1600 attendees (less than normal)
· 80 presentations over 2 ½ days – teen crashes, crash data
· Bloomingdale HS part of NOISE panel – Act Out Loud
· Susan displayed a Poster Presentation called “Getting the Word Out” showcasing the safety educational campaigns done this year—bookmarks, Recipes for the Road, tip cards.
Open Forum / Announcements
· Jeanette has DOT promotional materials available.  She is no longer allowed to purchase pens and pencils.  All items must be made in USA.

· The Statewide 511 System should become operational in June.

· Crash Management System – Problem – No one location to obtain complete crash data.  The State will only release data but not images of the crash reports.  Some locals buy the image from PRIDE.  Some locals buy the image and the data from Tindale Oliver and Associates.   Solution - Every county in district provides short form crash reports for all crashes and long form crashes on county roads.  FDOT provides long form data.  All information in one location.

· Gary Tait met with Pinellas MPO about uniform school zones.  Recommending Pinellas adopt Hillsborough’s standards.

· AAA Teen’s Driver Program is a new program by AAA.  The third week of October is Teen Driver Week.

· Ellen Snelling distributed a copy of Profile of Alcohol and Drug Indications.  She also mentioned a new spokesperson regarding DUI.  Brad Carpenter killed his best friend in a DUI crash.  He served four years in prison.  Since being released, he has spoken to students at Gaither and Hillsborough high schools.  Some upcoming events include:

· Gibbs HS – Underage drinking meeting 4/21

· May 22nd DUI checkpoint Fowler @ Quest Diagnostic 9PM
Calendar of Events

May 16 – Walk Like MADD, Lowry Park Zoo, 7:30 AM 

Next CTST Meetings – 
May 27, 2009




June 24, 2009

Respectfully submitted,

Vicki Castro, Vanus, Inc.
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